Hi, this is Letha Strothers and welcome to HUD News Round-up. Today we’re talking about a recent housing discrimination charge on the 20th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
This podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Find out more about this topic and other topics that affect your home and community at www.hud.gov.

This week, on the 20th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, HUD announced that it is charging a Chicago developer and architect, Hector Castillo, Hector Castillo Architects, Inc., and 914 W. Hubbard, Inc. with housing discrimination for designing and constructing apartments that don’t meet the accessibility requirements of the Fair Housing Act, including having doorways that are too narrow, and kitchens and bathrooms that do not contain adequate maneuvering space. 
The Fair Housing Act requires that multifamily housing built after March 1991, contain accessible features for persons with disabilities, including accessible common areas, bathrooms and kitchens, as well as wider doors and environmental controls that can be reached by persons who use wheelchairs. 
HUD’s complaint was based on information provided by Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago, a non-profit disability advocacy organization. A tester, who uses a wheelchair, found that he was unable to pass through a number of doors, and had difficulty maneuvering in the kitchens and bathrooms, among other things.  

If an administrative law judge finds after a hearing that discrimination has occurred, damages may be awarded to anyone affected. The judge may also impose fines on the violator. 

Last week, HUD released the Obama Administration's first annual report on the state of fair housing in America. The report shows that discrimination based on a person's disability status continues to account for the largest-single category of complaints. 

If you or someone you know thinks they are victims of housing discrimination contact HUD at 1-800-669-9777 (voice), 800-927-9275 (TTY). 

In other housing news, HUD announced $79 million available for housing counseling programs to help families find and preserve housing. The available funding is an increase of $21 million over last year. Grants will be awarded competitively to about 550 HUD-approved counseling agencies and State Housing Finance Agencies that offer a variety of services including how to avoid foreclosure, how to avoid mortgage scams, how to purchase or rent a home, how to improve credit scores, and how to qualify for a reverse mortgage. To apply for a housing counseling grant, visit grants.gov and enter 14.169 in the CFDA field.

This is Letha Strothers. The HUD News Round-up podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  To find out more about topics that effect your home and community visit www.hud.gov. You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook and check out our videos on YouTube.

