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Hi, this is Letha Strothers and welcome to HUD News Round-up. Today we’re talking about HUD grant funds announced this week to help revitalized communities. 

This podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Find out more about this topic and other topics that affect your home and community at www.hud.gov.

This week, HUD announced $189 million in grants available to transform public and assisted housing and to revitalize communities. The funds are being made available through the Choice Neighborhoods and HOPE VI programs. Another $65 million is being made available to support a variety of community development and affordable housing production in Indian country throughout the U.S.  Visit www.grants.gov to apply.

The Choice Neighborhoods program uses a comprehensive approach and puts housing transformation as its center. The pilot year will award up to $65 million to public housing authorities, local governments, nonprofit organizations, and for-profit developers that apply jointly with a public entity. This approach extends neighborhood transformation efforts beyond public and assisted housing and links housing revitalization with education reform and early childhood education.

Applicants have until October 26 to apply for these planning and implementation grants. About 12-15 Planning Grants will be made with a maximum award of $250,000 each.

Implementation grants will be made through a two-round application process. About 10 finalists will be selected from the first round and will have the opportunity to submit a more detailed plan for community transformation. Two to four implementation grants will then be awarded, at a maximum of $31 million each.

HOPE VI Revitalization grants have been used to successfully transform distressed neighborhoods with public housing for nearly 20 years. These grants can be used for an array of activities, including: demolition of severely distressed public housing; acquisition of sites for off-site construction; capital costs of major rehabilitation, new construction and other physical improvements; and community and supportive service programs for residents. Applicants will have until November 22 to submit applications. Five or six grant awards will be made, with a maximum award of $22 million each.

Grant funding being offered to Native American communities will be awarded competitively through HUD’s Indian Community Development Block Grant program. This program provides eligible grantees with direct grants for developing viable Indian and Alaska Native Communities, including decent housing, a suitable living environment and economic opportunities, primarily for low- and moderate-income persons.

Funds may be used to improve housing, community facilities, and infrastructure. The program also helps expand job opportunities by supporting community economic development, especially by nonprofit tribal organizations or local development corporations. 
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