
Landlords – EFT Letter

To:
Landlord,

Subject:  Disaster Housing Assistance Program Katrina (DHAP-Katrina) Transitional Assistance   

As you are aware, the DHAP Katrina program ended on February 28, 2009.  This letter is to advise you that FEMA through HUD is implementing a transitional closeout plan for families for whom you have provided housing under the DHAP.   Under this plan, you will receive payments in exchange for continuing to provide housing to tenant(s) under the terms set out in this letter.  These payments will be provided through the same process used previously for the DHAP-Katrina program.  

You have received or will shortly receive an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) in the amount of $XXXX for subsidy payments for the tenant(s) and unit(s) specified in Attachment A for March 2009.   By accepting or failing to return the funds in whole or in part, you are agreeing to provide transitional rental housing to DHAP Katrina families and to the terms of this letter. 
Background

Over the past 18 months, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), through HUD’s network of public housing agencies (PHAs), have worked with thousands of private landlords to provide rental assistance to families impacted by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita under the DHAP-Katrina.  We appreciate your participation in this effort.

You recently received a letter from your PHA stating that the last rental payment for families participating in DHAP-Katrina would be February 2009, and the DHAP disaster rent subsidy contract (DRSC) that you executed with the PHA expires on February 28, 2009.  However, FEMA and HUD, through local PHAs, will provide transitional rental payments on behalf of these families for up to an additional six months, from March 1, 2009 through August 31, 2009.   The March rental subsidy payment that was transmitted to you via the EFT referenced above is the same as the amount of rental subsidy assistance that was paid for each tenant listed on Schedule A for the month of February 2009, reduced by $100 per household.   The transitional payment on behalf of the tenant(s) will be reduced by an additional $100 for each subsequent month up until closeout of the program on August 31, 2009.  As with DHAP-Katrina, the difference between the subsidy provided by the PHA and the actual rent will be the responsibility of the tenant(s).  

The purpose of the transitional rental payments is to serve families who may otherwise experience a rent burden as a result of the end of the DHAP-Katrina program.  This continued rental assistance will assist families in transitioning out of DHAP-Katrina assistance no later than August 31, 2009.

Terms and Conditions
By accepting in whole or in part the March 2009 transitional rent subsidy payment transmitted to you by the EFT referenced above, or any subsequently transmitted rent subsidy payments, you agree:    

1. To provide the specified dwelling unit(s), according to the terms of this letter and its Attachment B, to the tenant(s) listed on Attachment A for the month(s) for which you accept the subsidy payment for those tenant(s);

2. To continue accepting monthly transitional rent subsidy payments (reduced by $100 per tenant per month, as set forth above) for each tenant you agree to house in March, and to continue providing housing services to such tenants according to the terms in this letter, for up to six months (until the tenant no longer qualifies for transitional assistance or chooses no longer to live at the premises);

3. To report promptly (within 14 days) to the xxxxxxxx Housing Authority when the tenant vacates the unit or when you learn the tenant begins to receive a non-DHAP rental subsidy.  If you are receiving non-DHAP rental assistance for a tenant, you are prohibited from accepting DHAP transitional close-out assistance for that tenant; and

4. To return any unused or unaccepted amount of rental assistance for any month within 30 days from receipt of the payment, along with a list identifying tenant(s) who have vacated the unit(s) or for whom you no longer can or will accept rental assistance.   The enclosed federal funds may only be used to provide rental assistance for the tenant(s) listed in Attachment A.

You have no right to any federal funds provided under the transitional assistance program unless you accept the contractual obligations described in this letter; failure to return the federal funds if you do not provide commensurate and corresponding housing services as set forth in this letter agreement is a federal offense subject to prosecution.

Please return a signed original of this letter via mail to XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX or a copy via fax at XXX-XXX-XXXX no later than April 1, 2009.  Signing and returning this letter will serve as your further certification that, by your acceptance of electronically transmitted transitional rent subsidy payments in whole or in part between now and August 31, 2009, you will use such funds in the manner stipulated in this letter and its Attachment B.   However, in no way is formation of a binding agreement between you and the xxxxxxx Housing Authority contingent upon your signing and returning this letter; a binding agreement is formed upon your acceptance of (or failure to return within the specified time) any transitional rent subsidy payment in whole or in part.  

If you have questions about this process, the attached list of tenants and units, or the electronically transmitted payment, please contact the XXXXXX XXXXXX Housing Authority at XXX-XXX-XXXX.  We look forward to working with you on this important effort to assist families as they transition out of the DHAP-Katrina assistance.

For the XXXXXXXX Housing Authority (signature of HA official with contracting authority):

____________________________

Date:

Additional Certification
For the landlord:

By affixing my signature, I am hereby providing additional certification that I have agreed to the terms of this letter and its Attachment B by accepting the March transitional rent subsidy payment in whole or in part, and that I have agreed to use the EFT subsidy payment to provide housing in March to all or some of the tenant(s) identified in Attachment A.  I will also accept transitional payments for those tenant(s) for up to six months.  In subsequent months, if I am no longer providing housing to one or more of the tenants identified in Attachment A, I hereby agree to notify the XXXXXXXX Housing Authority within 14 days from receipt of the Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) representing the transitional rent subsidy payment for that month and, within 30 days, to return the applicable amount of rental assistance for tenants who have vacated the properties or for whom I no longer can or will accept rental assistance.  

____________________________

Date:

Attachment B
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