U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
NEWS FROM REGION V
September 2013
From the Regional Administrator
We at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) know that it takes healthy individuals to
build healthy communities. HUD’s mission is to promote housing and the well-being of its residents. When an
individual is confronted with financial hardship, HUD must deal with housing problems related
to their lack of health insurance.
And the truth of the matter is that today there are 48.6 million Americans uninsured – that’s
16% of the population. The Affordable Care Act (ACA) expands access to health insurance
across most income groups in 2014, while developing new care delivery models to provide
lower cost, higher quality healthcare.
Compared to the general population and other poor households, individuals in HUD-assisted
housing frequent emergency rooms at a higher rate and are more likely to have health issues like diabetes and
high blood pressure.
For the uninsured population at-large, health problems can lead to job loss, an inability to pay rent or mortgage
and utilities, bankruptcy and possible eviction or foreclosure -- creating a new population in need of HUD
programs.
In general, uninsured residents pay more for medical services and are more likely to have substantial medical
debt which is a leading cause of bankruptcy causing additional financial problems. This downward spiral
makes it nearly impossible to become financially self-sufficient. Self-sufficiency means less need for HUD
programs and in many cases it is the Affordable Care Act that can make the difference.
ACA can have a significant positive impact in the quality of life for many of the more than two-million families
currently benefiting from HUD housing assistance as well as help keep all families physically and financially
healthy so they won’t need HUD assistance.
Through our continued partnership with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, we’ve also come
to understand the undeniable connection between quality of life and access to affordable healthcare. When key
parts of the Affordable Care Act take effect in 2014, there will be a new way for individuals, families and small
businesses to obtain health insurance. The Health Insurance Marketplace, which HHS is set to unveil
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October 1, 2013, is designed to give Americans more choice and control over their health insurance options (see
additional resources at end of this newsletter).
Healthy communities are built by healthy individuals. The Affordable Care Act will help ensure HUD can use
housing as a platform for improving quality of life and building healthy communities for all -- good health
through good healthcare is the foundation. Listen to a message from HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan on the
Affordable Care Act here. Before I sign off for this quarter, I just wanted to point out the special section in this
newsletter on homelessness, please take a minute to review it and see resources available to help you in your
good work. And as always, thank you for everything you do.
******************************************************************
NOFA NEWS: Go to Grants.Gov to find Notice of Funding Announcements and application information for all
Federal Grants.
Funding Opportunity # Opportunity Title

Agency

Open Date ↓ Close Date

Service Coordinators in Multifamily Housing
FR-5700-N-15
Energy Innovation Fund PowerSaver Pilot 203(k) Program
FR-5700-N-30
Border Community Capital Initiative (BCCI)
FR-5600-N-38
Choice Neighborhoods Implementation Grant Program
FR-5700-N-25
Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA)
FR-5700-N-01
Policy Requirements and General Section
FR-5700-N-01
Choice Neighborhoods Implementation Grant Program
USDA-RD-HCFP-RCDI-2013 Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI)
RD-RUS-HECG2013
High Energy Cost Grant Program
Rural Veterans Coordination Pilot
VA-RVCP-2013

HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD

08/15/2013
08/13/2013
06/24/2013
05/30/2013
08/08/2012

10/14/2013
09/12/2013
08/26/2013
09/10/2013
12/31/2013

HUD
USDA
USDA
VA

05/30/2013
08/14/2013
08/06/2013
06/12/2013

09/10/2013
11/12/2013
09/03/2013
09/19/2013

Promoting the American Dream of Homeownership by Secretary Shaun Donovan: Recently, I joined
President Obama in visiting Phoenix, where he laid out his vision for a housing system that promotes the
American dream of homeownership. For years, owning a home was a symbol of responsibility and a source of
security for millions of middle-class families across the country. But the financial crisis in 2008 put that all at
risk, and by the time President Obama took office, the housing market was in free fall. Home values were
plummeting and foreclosures were at record highs. This Administration immediately took a number of steps to
heal the market that helped millions of Americans stay in their homes, save money on their mortgages and turn
their communities around. Today, the market is coming back. Thanks to reforms of the financial system that
cracked down on the most reckless practices that led to the housing crisis, responsible Americans can feel more
confident and secure when they borrow money to purchase their own home. But, as President Obama made
clear today, there is more work to do. It’s time to turn the page on an era of housing bubbles and taxpayer
bailouts, and build a new housing finance system that will provide secure homeownership for responsible
middle class families. Read complete blog here.
What the heck are fair market rents? FMRs are gross rental estimates we do for each metro area across
the country and are used to calculate individual household rental subsidies. As PD&R describes them in the
Federal Register: The primary uses of FMRs are to determine payment standards for the Housing Choice
Voucher (HCV) program, to determine initial renewal rents for some expiring project-based Section 8
contracts, to determine initial rents for housing assistance payment contracts in the Moderate Rehabilitation
Single Room Occupancy program, and to serve as rent ceilings in the HOME program. FMRs are also used
in the calculation of maximum award amounts for Continuum of Care grantees. Today’s notice provides
proposed FY 2014 FMRs for all areas that reflect the estimated 40th and 50th percentile rent levels trended
to April 1, 2014. The FY 2014 FMRs are based on 5-year, 2007–2011 data collected by the American
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Community Survey (ACS). These data are updated by one-year ACS data for areas where statistically valid
one-year ACS data is available. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rent and utility indexes are used to further
update the data from 2011 to the end of 2012. HUD continues to use ACS data in different ways according
to the statistical reliability of rent estimates for areas of different population sizes and counts of rental units.
We use FMRs for a lot of our programs. Read about FMRs here. Find the FMR for your area here.
Obama Administration released the July Housing Scorecard: Administration’s efforts to speed the housing
recovery continue to show progress…
Read PD&R’s e-newsletter, THE EDGE, to keep current on policy development and research breaking news.
Making Home Affordable: Since its establishment in 2009, the Making Home Affordable Program (MHA) has
provided relief to some 1.3 million at-risk or distressed American homeowners, including 1.1 million who’ve
secured a permanent modification of their mortgage. For them, MHA has meant real money, producing a
median savings of $546 every month – or 38 percent of their previous payment. Those savings, by the way, are
higher than savings achieved through modifications in the private market. All good news. But it was all about
to come to an end with the program set to expire December 31st, 2013. HUD and the Department of the
Treasury have given MHA new life – and more homeowners more hope – by extending that deadline two years
to December 31st, 2015. Struggling families, said HUD Secretary Donovan, have used MHA’s “tools to reduce
their principal, modify their mortgages, fight off foreclosure and stay in their homes - helping further stimulate
our housing market recovery. And with this extension, we ensure that the program keeps supporting
communities for years to come.” The Federal Housing Finance Agency similarly extended its deadline for its
Affordable Refinance Program (HARP) and the Streamlined Modification Initiative for homeowners with loans
owned or guaranteed by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. For more, visit the Making Home Affordable web site.
HUD’s Office of Field Policy and Management (FPM) recently received two awards related to the
implementation of its Project Management and Reporting System software called Proofpoint. This cloud-based
system, implemented in Fiscal Year 2013, improves the ability of HUD field leadership to track projects,
demonstrate alignment to HUD strategic goals, and report on progress. On April 15, 2013, FPM’s Proofpoint
project was presented with the 2013 Award of Excellence for an Outstanding Human Performance Intervention
by the International Society of Performance Improvement (ISPI). The Project Management and Reporting
System developed by Proofpoint and implemented by FPM were selected for the prestigious award using
meticulous documentation of how the intervention met 10 Performance Improvement Standards. In addition, on
May 13, 2013 during the Excellence in Government conference, HUD’s Office of Field Policy and
Management was presented with the Graduate School USA’s annual W. Edwards Deming Award for the staff
training and orientation program to train and reinforce the use of the Proofpoint Project Management and
Reporting System. The W. Edwards Deming Award recognizes impressive workforce development and
training initiatives that measurably improve an organization’s performance and impacts its mission.
FHA Information: Visit the National Homeownership Center homepage at:
http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/hsgsingle.cfm. Servicing lenders can visit the National Servicing
Center at: http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/nsc/nschome.cfm. For FHA Mortgagee Letters, click here.

********************************
Follow us on Twitter @HUDMidwest
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The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has published a Veterans Employment Toolkit containing
extensive resources for employers and veterans focused on transitioning from military service, finding
employment and supporting veteran employees.
The Department of Veterans Affairs has extended its application deadline for the $10 million Rural Veterans
Coordination Pilot program to September 19th. For more, see NOFA News on page 2.
The 1st edition of HUD’s Office of University Partnerships eNewsletter, Partners in Progress has been
released. In 1994 HUD established the Office of University Partnerships (OUP) in an effort to encourage and
expand the growing number of partnerships formed between colleges/universities and their communities. OUP
recognizes the crucial role these collaborations and partnerships play in addressing local problems and
revitalizing our nation's communities. Additionally, colleges and universities are making future generations
aware of these issues by integrating partnership activities into their academic studies and student activities.
Read OUP’s Newsletter here.
Rural News: Check out the Housing Assistance Council (HAC) website for current events and news.
Most Rental Assistance Recipients Work, Are Elderly, or Have Disabilities: The Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities reports that 88% of renters using housing choice vouchers, public housing, and project-based rental
assistance in 2010 were “elderly, disabled, working (or had recently worked) or likely have access to work
programs under the Temporary Assistance to Need Families (TANF) program.” Almost half of the other
households included a preschool child or an individual with a disability.
New construction numbers go up: In July builders started construction on 896,000 housing units on a
seasonally adjusted annual basis according to figures released recently by HUD and the Census Bureau. This is
5.9 percent above the June rate. These builders also took out permits at a seasonally adjusted annual rate
(SAAR) of 943,000 units in July. This is up 2.7 percent from June. More information here.
HUD Releases First-Ever Same Sex Housing Discrimination Study: HUD has released the nation’s firstever national study examining housing discrimination against same-sex couples in the private rental market.
The study, An Estimate of Housing Discrimination Against Same-Sex Couples, measures the treatment samesex couples receive from rental agents when inquiring about apartments advertised online, as compared to how
otherwise similar heterosexual couples are treated. According to HUD’s study, same-sex couples experience
unequal treatment more often than heterosexual couples when responding to internet ads for rental units, and
findings show that gay male couples experience more discrimination than lesbian couples. The study is based
on nearly 7,000 email tests conducted in 50 metropolitan markets across the country between June and October
of 2011.
New Olmstead guidance: HUD recently issued new guidance to HUD-assisted housing providers on how
they can support state and local Olmstead efforts to increase the integrated housing opportunities for
individuals with disabilities who are transitioning from, or at serious risk of entering, institutions and other
restrictive, segregated settings. Read HUD’s new guidance. Olmstead refers to the 1999 Supreme Court
landmark decision, Olmstead v. L.C., which affirmed that the unjustified segregation of individuals with
disabilities is an illegal form of discrimination. Following the Olmstead decision, many states are working
hard to assist individuals living in institutions and other segregated settings to move to integrated,
community-based settings where they can receive the health care and long-term services and supports they
need. Many of these efforts, though, are confounded by a lack of integrated and affordable housing options
for persons with disabilities. HUD’s new guidance encourages public housing agencies and other HUDPage 4 of 14

assisted housing providers to consider the housing needs of their individual communities and their state and
to partner with state and local governments to provide additional community-based, integrated housing
opportunities. HUD’s guidance is consistent with efforts across federal agencies and in many states to
provide appropriate health care and related supportive services for individuals with disabilities in the most
integrated setting appropriate to their needs. “There is a tremendous need for affordable housing where
individuals with disabilities are able to live and be part of the very fabric of their communities,” said HUD
Secretary Shaun Donovan. “HUD is committed to offering housing options that enable individuals with
disabilities to live in the most integrated settings possible and to fully participate in community life.”

Regional Administrator Antonio R. Riley & Congressman Danny K. Davis kick-off 2013 “Reconnecting
Families and Dads” national HUD Fatherhood Initiative: On June 11, 2013, HUD Region V Administrator
Antonio R. Riley and Illinois 7th District Congressman Danny K. Davis kicked off Region V’s collaborative
Fatherhood Initiative effort of “Reconnecting Families and Dads”. RA Riley and the Congressman Davis gave
opening and welcome remarks at the 2nd annual Regional Fatherhood & Healthy Families Institute conference
held in Chicago at Malcolm X College in Chicago’s west side. Over 200 participants attended the conference
and learned about the latest information and Best Practices regarding fatherhood involvement & healthy
relationships. In addition, “scholarships” were made available for federal agency Fatherhood Coordinators
representing HUD, HHS, DOL, and DOJ. Overall, in the six Region V Midwestern states, a total of 44 PHA’s
& local community based organizations participated in this national initiative and held community partnership
events connecting families and dads. Michigan PHAs led our regional effort by coordinating 18 events and were
followed by Illinois which held 13 such events. Outstanding participations from families, dads, and children
were celebrated at all of the events. Special recognition should go out to Detroit Public Housing leader, Willie
Garret, and Office of Public Housing Director, Steve Meiss. Nationally, HUD partnered with over 322 housing
authorities and local organizations to host events for the 3rd annual “Reconnecting Families and Dads”
Initiative. “This success proved that by working together we can achieve great things “, shared Ronald Ashford,
the national HUD Fatherhood Coordinator. We are thrilled that despite the numerous challenges faced by
PHAs, particularly by sequestration, housing authorities large and small partnered with various organizations to
host their events. Many PHAs provided booths with important resources such as job training, legal concerns
and health checks for fathers and their families. The goal of this initiative is to empower fathers to achieve a
more stable future for their families, while at the same time bonding with their children in a fun, loving
environment.
Regional Administrator Riley champions new placed-based federal buying marketplace strategy with US
Small Business Administration Michigan State office: On July 31, 2013, at Western Michigan University, in
Kalamazoo, Michigan, Regional Administrator Antonio R. Riley & leadership from the US Small Business
Administration Michigan State office championed a new collaboration for small businesses and contractors
seeking to learn more about HUD’s economic development programs and resources. Working in partnership
with the Small Business Administration, the goal of this new placed-based strategy is to connect business
leaders, small businesses, and potential contractors, with the federal buying procurement marketplace. In
collaboration, HUD & SBA hosted “Doing Business with HUD...” an innovative training and matchmaking
event for different business industries. Attendees had an opportunity to learn about HUD’s products & services
along with learning how to access federal procurement resources. Regional Administrator Riley shared with the
audience in his welcoming remarks “the Chicago Contracting Operations Branch procures over $88 million
dollars in contracting services-a true marketplace for anyone looking to do business with the federal
government”. During the day, attendees were eager to learn and given opportunity to ask questions about
HUD’s ED programs, Section 3 Business Registry, Tribal Procurement programs, Sustainable Communities
grants. The speakers & presenters included: HUD’s Regional Procurement Chief-Gene Jackson, Detroit Office
FHEO /Section 3 Business Office leaders-Yvonne Poindexter & Larry Alcantar, Michigan Economic
Development Tribal Business & Federal Procurement leader-Teri Fitzpatrick, Flint Office Management
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Analyst/Office of Sustainability Representative- Anthony Martin & the Tri County Regional Planning
Commission/ Sustainable Community grantee-Susan Pigg. A Question and Answer session followed each
presenter with outstanding feedback shared afterwards from attendees. Plans for continued collaboration with
SBA & the Doing Business with HUD marketplace events in new targeted regional communities are underway.
Cook County recently received a HUD Loan Guarantee for a $30 million to finance four types of
sustainable development. They are: transit-oriented, mixed-use developments within a half-mile of
passenger rail; cargo-oriented projects near freight rail lines and terminals; mixed-use
hospitality/service sector projects near transit lines and business development loans. RA Riley and
Illinois CPD Director Ray Willis join Cook County President Toni Preckwinkle to announce the
grant.
*****************************
****************

Tools and Resources In The Fight Against Homelessness
Letter from Secretary Donovan and Assistant Secretary Henriquez to PIH Directors on homelessness:
On a single night in January 2012, there were more than 630,000 sheltered and unsheltered people experiencing
homelessness nationwide. The Obama Administration believes that no one should be without a safe, stable
place to call home—a principle with which, as providers of affordable housing to millions of Americans
nationwide, you all no doubt agree. As part of that commitment, under the leadership of Secretary Donovan, the
U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness released Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End
Homelessness in 2010, with ambitious goals of ending chronic homelessness and homelessness among Veterans
by 2015; ending homelessness for families, youth, and children by 2020; and setting a path to eradicate all types
of homelessness in the United States. Your continued leadership and support is necessary to reach these goals.
We at the Department of Housing and Urban Development have heard from many of you about your desire to
work toward serving individuals and families experiencing homelessness in your programs, but understand that
you are seeking clarity and guidance on ways to accomplish that, especially given the fiscal constraints you now
face…Read entire letter here.
Public Housing Notice PIH 2013-15 provides strategies that PHAs can pursue to expand housing opportunities
for individuals and families experiencing homelessness through the Public Housing and HCV programs. This
Notice clarifies the definition of homelessness for the purpose of IMS/PIC reporting, and provides guidance on
HUD policies and program regulations related to the following topics: waiting list management and preferences;
admissions policies regarding criminal activity, substance use/abuse, and rental history; program termination
and eviction policies; and project-basing vouchers for Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH). Click to find
PIH 2013-15
Multifamily Notice H 2013-21: Implementation and approval of owner-adopted admissions preferences for
individuals or families experiencing homelessness. This Notice provides guidance to HUD field offices, contract
administrators, and property owners on the circumstances under which owners of assisted properties may adopt
admissions preferences. This notice clarifies 24 CFR §5.655(c)(1) - (c)(5) to allow for owners to adopt, with HUD
approval, admissions preferences not specified there, in particular, preferences to house homeless families. Click
here to find H 2013-21.
Chicago Pilot to implement H 2013-21: In order to implement this preference the Chicago Multifamily
office has established a Pilot Program in partnership with the Corporation for Supportive Housing
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which is a consortium that has created a Central Referral System in the City of Chicago for referring
homeless persons for available housing according to a vulnerability index. Presently CSH has
approximately 4500 persons registered in its Central Referral System, a number of who are over the age
of 62 or disabled. The Pilot Program will focus on recruiting nonprofit owners of Section 202
properties who serve the elderly and disabled because these properties also have HUD funded service
coordinators who can link referrals, on a voluntary basis, to services that may help them in sustaining
their occupancy such as public benefits, health services and other supports. Eight owners of HUD’s
Section 202 portfolio have agreed to meet with HUD and CSH on September 20, 2013 to learn more
about the Multifamily Homelessness Prevention Initiative and to understand the next steps that would
need to be taken to implement the preference and make housing units available to referrals from the
Central Referral System in the City of Chicago. Based upon the experience under the Pilot Program
HUD Chicago Multifamily will work with its partners to expand the initiative to other segments of the
multifamily portfolio.
Helping Homeless Veterans: HUD-VASH Resource Guide for Permanent Housing and Clinical Care (and
the supplemental Resource Guide Quick Tips) was designed to provide case managers, and other who work
with homeless Veterans in the HUD-VASH program, with a comprehensive set of resources to assist in
addressing the multifaceted needs of homeless Veterans. The Resource Guide is a product of the National
Center on Homelessness Among Veterans and was developed by a dynamic team of researchers, policy
analysts, public health experts, psychologists, physicians and social workers located throughout the country.
USICH and the National Coalition for Homeless Veterans host a discussion on how Housing First
practices can improve client outcomes in a transitional housing setting and help our Nation’s Veterans and
others who experience homelessness move more quickly into permanent housing.View video here.
SNAP and Homeless Youth: In May, the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) issued an important
policy clarification about the eligibility of youth who are homeless for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), often called food stamps. The guidance emphasizes that youth do not need to produce photo
IDs to qualify, do not need to have a permanent address, and can apply by themselves, regardless of their age if
they are not living with their parents. The USDA has also published a helpful Question and Answer
document explaining eligibility for people experiencing homelessness, reinforcing these points. The document
clarifies that someone living in a shelter or residential program that provides food can still be eligible for SNAP.
Food security is crucial for all vulnerable populations and is essential for everyone experiencing homelessness.
In addition, since states expanding Medicaid coverage under the Affordable Care Act may use SNAP
eligibility to establish Medicaid eligibility, dispelling myths about limits on SNAP eligibility for people
experiencing homelessness is timely and critically important now.
Guidelines for implementing Housing First to eradicate homelessness: The Federal Strategic Plan to End
Homelessness calls for an end to chronic homelessness by the end of 2015, and an end to all types of
homelessness by 2020. In order to achieve this we must focus our supportive housing resources to high-need
individuals, like those with active substance use, untreated mental illness, and lowering barriers to housing.
There is increasing use and promotion of a method called Housing First, which emphasizes immediate access to
housing with minimal or no demands placed on consumers in terms of service participation or sobriety after
entry. The Midwest Harm Reduction of Illinois conducted a study aimed at developing guidelines that could act
as a measurement tool for the implementation of the Housing First approach. These include:
1) Low-threshold admissions policy: This policy places as few entry requirements as possible on consumers,
thus eliminating traditional barriers to housing access such as abstinence from alcohol or other drugs and
medication compliance. It also provides an important starting point for developing strong consumer-staff
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relationships necessary for housing stability and recovery.
2) Harm reduction-based policies and practices: While a low-threshold admissions policy is the mechanism
that helps consumers gain access to housing, harm reduction is used to keep consumers housed. Harm
reduction approaches focus on reducing the negative consequences of high-risk behaviors, rather than
eliminating them completely. When practiced correctly, harm reduction leads to stronger and more honest
relationships between consumers and staff and helps to reduce the fear and stress related to the possibility of
losing one’s housing that can lead to increased substance use.
3) Separation of housing and services: Ideally, role definition between landlords/property management and
case managers will be clearly defined and separated, with case managers able to focus on the role of
advocate for the consumer while landlords and property managers occupy the role of rule-enforcers.
4) Reduced service requirements: This refers to a strengths-based approach acknowledging that consumers
know what they need and will take advantage of it if it is offered, rather than requiring participation in
services that may or may not be interesting or useful to consumers.
5) Eviction prevention: This involves developing a plan with the consumer to address behaviors that have led
to lease violations and/or advocating with the landlord or property manager on behalf of the consumer. The
focus of the intervention is always on the problematic behavior itself (i.e. non-payment of rent, causing
disruptions in common areas) rather than substance use or mental illness (if those are the antecedents of the
behavior) with consumers who are not interested in or ready for abstinence as a service goal. Development
of realistic approaches to the problematic behavior are engaged in with the consumer (i.e. budgeting to
ensure that rent gets paid, going straight to their apartment if intoxicated, staying at a friend’s house if
intoxicated).
6) Consumer Education: Consumer education about The Housing First Model and about Harm Reduction
strengthens the impact of harm reduction policies and practices. This allows consumers to attach meaning
to the choices provided and helps them to feel good about their choices and personal achievements.
Each of these elements and others are explained in greater detail with operational definitions in a journal
article explaining the overall study (http://www.substanceabusepolicy.com/content/8/1/16). Housing First is not
the only approach to housing, as the Continuum of Care approach has been demonstrated to be effective for
those who are transitionally homeless. Communities should assure a healthy mix of both types of programs and
a re-evaluation of the relative number of each type of program based on the needs of their homeless
communities. If you have any questions about Housing First please contact Valerie Shuman at
vshuman@heartlandalliance.org or Dennis Watson at dpwatson@iupui.edu.

Opening Doors is the nation’s first comprehensive strategy to prevent and end homelessness. Opening
Doors serves as a roadmap for joint action by the 19 U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH)
member agencies along with local and state partners in the public and private sectors. In September 2012,
USICH released an Amendment to Opening Doors, which was developed to specifically address what strategies
and supports should be implemented to improve the educational outcomes for children and youth, and the steps
that need to be taken to assist unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness. Visit the USICH homepage to
read Opening Doors and find additional resources in the fight against homelessness.
USICH article on Youth Homelessness: The number of young people who experience homelessness each
year is largely unknown. Often called an "invisible population," young people who are homeless tend to stay
with friends, avoid adult services, and dodge authorities, which makes it difficult for communities to include
them in their annual point-in-time counts and to engage them in services. To improve the national response
to youth homelessness, policymakers need better data on the magnitude of the problem. As a result, The U.S.
Interagency Council on Homelessness and the Departments of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
Health and Human Services, and Education launched Youth Count! in 2012. The initiative engaged nine
local communities to document their promising strategies for counting youth through HUD's 2013 point-inPage 8 of 14

time count. This week, Urban Institute released the results of their process study of the initiative. The study
shares promising practices that could be adapted and taken to scale to produce credible and useful data
nationwide. Counting youth can provide communities an opportunity to work across agencies, building a
foundation for more coordinated services, and seeding a community-wide approach to serving youth who are
homeless. For example, Megan Gibbard, the Homeless Youth and Young Adult Project Manager for King
County Housing and Community Development, said during Tuesday's event that her agency's efforts to
count youth have resulted in new partnerships with the libraries and parks and recreation. Read more about
Youth Count!
S.1352 -- Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Reauthorization Act of 2013
was introduced in the Senate on July 24, 2013: Under “TITLE IV--OTHER HOUSING ASSISTANCE
FOR NATIVE AMERICANS”, Section 401 contains language that allows HUD to use up to 5% of amounts
made available for rental assistance to carry out a supportive housing program for the benefit of Indian
Veterans who are homeless or at-risk of homelessness and who are residing on or near reservations.
SAVE THE DATE For: The Illinois Annual Peer-to-Peer Homeless Provider Conference in
Springfield September 17 & 18, 2013: The Chicago Office of Community Planning and Development
will hold its Annual Peer to Peer Homeless Provider Conference in Springfield, Illinois this year. This
conference will provide you with the opportunity to share your homeless experiences, problems, issues
and concerns with your peers and HUD. You will have the opportunity to ask questions, learn about best
practices related to homeless services, and form new relationships.
Date: September 17 & 18, 2013
Location: Hilton Springfield, 700 East Adams Street, Springfield, Illinois (217-789-1530)
Hotel Cost: Ask for HUD rate of $70 plus tax (until August 26th)
Registration: Register and information here. The conference is free.

***********************

**********
IN THE NEWS
RA Riley joined Gary Mayor and Federal partners to announce next
step in regional partnership. Gary is launching a plan to redevelop north
side neighborhoods, including tearing down a long-vacant downtown hotel.
Leaders from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development and the U.S. Department of
Transportation joined Gary Mayor Karen Freeman-Wilson on Friday to
announce a new revitalization project for the city's north side. The city will
look at sparking new life in the Aetna, Miller, downtown/Emerson and
Ambridge-Horace Mann neighborhoods. Pictures and complete story here.
(NWI.com)
New director for PD&R comes from academia: Dr. Katherine O‘Regan, who is associate professor of Public
Policy and director of the Public and Nonprofit Management and Analysis Program at the Wagner Graduate
School of Public Service at New York University, was nominated by President Obama in June. Read more
here. (AllGov.com)
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Congressmen introduce bipartisan bill to encourage saving for first home down payment: the “Creating
Homeownership Opportunities Act,” bipartisan legislation that would create a pre-tax savings program —
similar to a Health Savings Account — for the purpose of saving toward a down payment on a first home…read
more here. (RealEstateRama)
Owning a home: The American dream is not dead, but the road may be challenging. Not everyone can
take out a mortgage to buy a home, but the American dream is still attainable for the vast majority of
Americans, Hamm says. How do you get your finances into good enough shape to buy a house? Hamm walks
readers through the road to homeownership. Read more here. (The Christian Science MONITOR)
Housing issues for people with disabilities: Being part of the community and living as independently as
possible are among the most important values and goals shared by people with disabilities, their families, and
advocates. A home of one’s own – either rented or owned – is the cornerstone of independence for people with
disabilities. However, across the nation, people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD), and
other disabilities, face a severe housing crisis. Read complete article here. (The Arc)
U. S. Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun
Donovan joined NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg and U.S.
Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell Aug. 12 at a press conference
to announce a new research institute and a city-federal park
conservation partnership at Jamaica Bay, Queens. The new
Science and Resilience Institute at Jamaica Bay will research
urban ecosystems and communities to help protect areas from the
extreme weather many associate with climate change. “These
innovative steps will serve as models for communities across the
region and the country as they prepare for impacts of climate change and help them build in a way that makes
them stronger, more economically competitive, and better able to withstand future storms,” said Donovan.
Read complete article here. (Epoch Times)

SOHUD: “Pay now, save later,” on Sandy fixes. For every dollar the federal government spends on flood
mitigation, like home elevation grants, it saves $4 in disaster relief after the next devastating storm like Sandy,
the chairman of the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force said Monday.
Paying now to save later is among the recommendations in the federal government's strategic plan for
rebuilding the New York region as presented Monday by Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun
Donovan, the task force chair. The plan has 69 recommendations that focus on resiliency and building back
smarter in preparation for future storms, which are expected to be stronger due to climate change. Read
complete article here. (Newsday)

SOHUD OP ED in Politico: Mortgage settlement begins to deliver. The landmark National Mortgage
Servicing Settlement – announced last year to speed up relief to struggling homeowners – was an important
milestone in protecting homeowners and cracking down on abusive lending practices. For years, responsible
families facing foreclosure were shortchanged. Many had reached out to their lenders, determined to do
whatever was necessary to stay in their homes. Unfortunately, some of the nation’s biggest financial institutions
lacked that same determination and decency. They failed to answer calls, lost paperwork and, in many cases,
didn’t even bother to make sure a foreclosure was legitimate. The families subjected to this abuse deserve
justice and the settlement is beginning to deliver. According to a recently released report by an independent
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monitor, five of the nation’s largest mortgage servicers have already distributed roughly $50 billion in direct
relief to over 620,000 homeowners. Read entire article here.
Mortgage Servicing Settlement Award at work in Illinois: North Chicago is looking at a $1.5 million boost
to its housing stock. The windfall, to be managed by the non-profit Lake County Residential Development
Corp., accounts for a fraction of the $25 billion secured by state attorneys general, the U.S. Department of
Justice and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development from the nation’s largest banks as part of a
national foreclosure settlement. Read article here. (Lake County News-Sun)
Public Housing Authorities Lead Development Efforts in Transition Neighborhoods: Throughout the
nation, Public Housing Authorities serve a traditional role as a key organization in promoting and providing
affordable housing. Many Public Housing Authorities go behind this traditional role by leading and guiding
development in communities. Working with HUD and other local government, housing industry, advocacy and
community-based groups, Public Housing Authorities champion development in many transition neighborhoods
that may be at a tipping point. By serving as a catalyst for investment in Columbus, the Columbus Metropolitan
Housing Authority has been a leader working with HUD staff, the City of Columbus and many public and
private partners to help transform neighborhoods. Read article here. (The Columbus Dispatch)
HUD Reduces employee furlough days from 7 to 5. (The Washington Post)

Field Office Happenings
To read all press releases announcing grants and other HUD news in your area, check out
the state pages on the HUD Website here: Illinois; Indiana; Michigan; Minnesota; Ohio;
and Wisconsin.

Chicago
Midwest Regional Administrator Antonio Riley joins Illinois
Attorney General Lisa Madigan and Grantees at a Mortgage
Servicing Settlement Press Conference, to announce $70
million to support revitalization efforts and housing counseling
for Illinois communities hardest hit by foreclosure woes. RA
Riley served on the 10 –person Blue Ribbon Advisory Council
to assist the Attorney General’s Office in designing goals and
ensuring the $70 million would create a lasting impact.

Employees
recognized: Trial Attorneys Ofelia Franco and Thomas
Massouras with the assistance of James Fruge, HUD FLSA
Specialist, defended the Department in a grievance filed
National Federation of Federal Employees Local 1804 (“the
Union”) alleging violations of the Fair Labor Standards Act
(FLSA) in the Detroit HUD office. . Attorneys Franco and
Massouras litigated this matter over several years. After eight
grueling weeks of hearings in Detroit, Michigan, the Department received several favorable rulings, including
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an arbitrator’s decision that the claims of the Detroit employees had no merit and the dismissal of the Union’s
grievance for the other remaining bargaining unit employees. The defense of the Department in the initial
phases and the subsequent dismissal for want of prosecution has saved the Department millions in the payment
of claims.

Pullman Wheelworks Nears Preservation Completion: Pullman Wheelworks is a 210 unit multifamily HUD
assisted property that has been acquired, rehabilitated and preserved as an affordable housing asset by Mercy
Housing Lakefront Corporation and its joint venture partner the National Housing Trust/Enterprise Corporation.
The development is undergoing substantial rehabilitation of over $12 million that is 95% complete and the
rehabilitation was completed without the need for off-site relocation. The development has an active resident
council that has been integrally involved in the development process and the new owner has built out a state of
the art Computer Learning Center and a large community space to provide for resident council meeting space
and other activities. The Pullman Wheelworks development has a HUD insured mortgage and receives property
based rental assistance for the residents who range from elderly head of households to large families. The
Pullman Wheelworks redevelopment is adjacent to 75 vintage single family homes that are being acquired and
rehabilitated under HUD's Neighborhood Stabilization Program by Chicago Neighborhood Initiatives and sold
to new homeowners. Also nearby Wal-Mart recently opened a 110,000 square foot store and Wal-Mart and
Mercy Housing Lakefront have developed a partnership to make employment opportunities available at WalMart for Pullman Wheelworks residents.

Columbus
Save the Date: Free Grant Writing Workshop. The HUD Columbus Field Office will be hosting a one-day,
hands-on Grant Writing Workshop for Faith-based and Not-for-Profit Community Groups on September 17,
2013 at the Bricker Federal Building, 200 N. High St., Columbus, OH 43215. Designed for both new and
experienced organizations, the workshop will cover the following topics: Finding Grants, the Grant Application
Process, Organizational Development, Using Free High Tech Tools to Support Grant Applications, and
others. For questions or to receive a registration form, please send an e-mail to carolyn.m.buhler@hud.gov.
Due to high demand, only registered representatives of faith-based or not-for-profit organizations will be
admitted to the training.

Historic Poindexter Village Redevelopment Transforms Neighborhood: The
Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority (MHA), City of Columbus, Ohio State
University and other community partners are working to redevelop the Poindexter
Village neighborhood to preserve the history of Poindexter Village, the first large
public housing development in Columbus. Although the majority of the 400+
units are being demolished for new development, several buildings are being
retained for their historical significance. Ready for construction later this year, the Columbus MHA is building
Poindexter Place, a new $15 Million, 104-unit senior housing development with a variety of supportive
services, green technology features and most important – a tangible investment in the vitality of the Poindexter
neighborhood. (Artist Rendition)
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Grand Rapids
The owners of Delaware Manor in Grand Rapids, Mich., announced the completion of Delaware Heights, a
36-unit expansion of their senior housing community at 6 Delaware Street SW. The $3.2 million three-story
building was funded by a HUD grant and built by the Wolverine Building Group… read more here.
HUD and the SBA conducted a seminar on contracting opportunities for over 30 persons including small
business owners on 7/31/13. The event was held on the campus of Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo,
Michigan. HUD Regional Administrator Antonio Riley gave remarks and participated in the seminar. HUD
staff from Chicago, Detroit and Flint helped organize and conduct the event with SBA staff.

Milwaukee
Wisconsin Annual 2013 Formula & Competitive All Grantee Training: On August 7-8, 2013, the
Milwaukee Field Office of Community Planning & Development (CPD) held its 2013 Annual Wisconsin
Grantee Training in Green Bay, WI at the KI Convention Center. Over 110 persons attended the training
representing CDBG, HOME, Homelessness, & Emergency Solutions grantees. Training session topics
included: new HEARTH Act, HOME Final Rule, IDIS Reporting, Section 3, OneCPD Technical Assistance
Process, eCon Plan Suite tool, Handling Change, Foreclosure Prevention and other important CPD related
topics. The Training included a Grantee Recognition Awards presentation to highlight high performing
grantees. For copies of presentations and/or to see several of the Award Recognition presentations, go to:
http://www.wphd.org/resources/2013-formula-and-all-grantee-training/.
La Crosse House Replacement Program: This program is one of several affordable housing programs city planners

are using to not only provide homes for qualified-income families, but to also clean up neighborhoods riddled
with blighted buildings. Yesterday (8/19), the local news station did a segment on the benefits of the House
Replacement Program: http://video.news8000.com/watch.php?id=45524 and accompanying online article:
http://www.news8000.com/news/city-revitalizes-neighborhoods-through-housing-program/-/326/21533746//m7e2s0z/-/index.html.
La Crosse 2013 Parade of Homes: The annual Parade of Homes will showcase not only new houses in La Crosse,

Holmen and Onalaska but also two neighborhood revitalization projects in the city of La Crosse. Homes built
with HOME/CDBG Funds are currently in the Parade of Homes, where city staff and community volunteers
greeted over 500 visitors last weekend. Two of these neighborhood revitalization homes were featured in the La
Crosse Tribune article at: http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/fixer-upper-on-tour-parade-of-homes-highlightstwo-city/article_6cbfbcb4-03d4-11e3-9225-001a4bcf887a.html. The La Crosse Area Builders Association sponsors
the tours, which run this Thursday-Sunday, Aug. 22-25, at nine homes.
Milwaukee Senior Management Analyst Sheila Ashley was recognized earlier this month as a
Milwaukeean who is making positive contributions to the community. Sheila was cited as a
career public servant, starting with her service in the Army and continuing through her work
with the City of Milwaukee and her present work at HUD.

Page 13 of 14

Minneapolis
The Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa (Ojibwa) held a Grand Opening for their new ten unit
development for homeless veterans located near Cloquet, Minnesota on July 12. Each unit in the new
development contains one bedroom. Congressman Rick Nolan, representing the 8th district of Minnesota, gave
a speech to mark the occasion. Additional attendees included staff from the offices of U.S. Senator Amy
Klobuchar and U.S. Senator Al Franken, State of Minnesota officials, tribal members, the tribal development
team, delegations from local veterans groups, and Minneapolis CPD Program Manager Tom Koon. Fond du
Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa (Ojibwa) Chairwoman Karen R. Diver and Congressman Nolan
participated in the ribbon cutting ceremony. HUD provides funds for leasing of four units under a Supportive
Housing Program grant to the American Indian Community Housing Organization, a 501(c) (3) agency based in
Duluth, Minnesota serving the Native American Community in the Carlton County and St. Louis County area of
Minnesota. The HUD funded units will serve disabled homeless individuals with permanent supportive
housing.

Sincerely,

Antonio R. Riley
If this Region V Newsletter was forwarded to you by a colleague or you know someone who would like to sign up to receive it,
please select a State from Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio or Wisconsin. For other HUD newsletters, go here.
Follow us on Twitter @HUDMidwest

Additional ACA resources:
HHS Health Insurance Marketplace Educational Tools
Video: The Marketplace for Individuals And Families: https://www.healthcare.gov/families/
Assistance Roles to Help Consumers Apply & Enroll in Health Coverage Through the Marketplace:
http://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Files/Downloads/marketplace-ways-to-help.pdf
Navigators: http://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Health-Insurance-Marketplaces/Downloads/navigatorlist-8-15-2013.pdf.
In-person assistance personnel
Certified application counselors
Agents and Brokers
Community Health Centers Outreach and Eligibility Assistance Workers:
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/07/20130710a.html
Champions for Coverage: http://marketplace.cms.gov/help-us/champion.html
Health Insurance Marketplace Training (via Webinar) Calendar:
http://marketplace.cms.gov/NewsEvents/Webinars/Spring-Summer-2013-Health-Insurance-Marketplace-TrainingSchedule.pdf
Health Insurance Marketplace 101 – basics of the Health Insurance Marketplace
Understanding the Health Insurance Marketplace – for those who help people make informed health coverage decisions
Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) Overview Training – for those interested in learning about this new
streamlined way for small businesses to offer health insurance to their employees starting in 2014.
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