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Hi, this is Letha Strothers and welcome to HUD News Round-up. Today we’re talking about Hispanic Heritage Month and what we’re doing at HUD to celebrate. 

This podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Find out more about this topic and other topics that affect your home and community at www.hud.gov.

Hispanic Heritage Month is an opportunity for us to join together to celebrate the heritage, traditions, and achievements of Hispanic Americans. 
This year's theme Heritage, Diversity, Integrity and Honor:  The Renewed Hope of America," encourages citizens to renew their hope and confidence in America. As Americans we are constantly changing and becoming more diversified. Unity, with diversity is the essence of American culture. 
HUD’s Hispanic Heritage Month opening ceremony was an opportunity for employees to gather and discuss the goals they have achieved and the new goals they plan to set to strengthen communities and make them more inclusive. Secretary Shaun Donovan said Hispanic Heritage Month is a time of remembrance--to see how far we have come as a society and how far we still have to go to achieve the more perfect union our forefathers dreamed of.

HUD has a unique opportunity to help accomplish this dream. Our mission centers on sustaining homeownership and community development. Home for so many is more than just a building, an apartment, a place. Home is a community—it is family--a doorway to economic sustainability and opportunities. 
Statistics show that during the economic crisis, Hispanic families have been the most vulnerable to the housing crisis, but 45 percent of Hispanic families have been able to purchase homes using FHA financing. FHA has helped more than a half million borrowers keeptheir homes, and 1 in 7 have been Hispanic.

Nearly 300,000 Hispanics have received housing counseling from HUD-approved counselors this year. As one of our greatest strengths in reaching underserved populations, HUD's vast network of housing counselors will be awarded over $87 million this year to aid in ramping up our requirements for bilingual service.

HUD is committed to making the dream of responsible homeownership practical through education, support and enforcement of the nation's Fair Housing Laws. 
This month, follow our blogs and podcasts to: 
--Learn from Assistant Secretary Mercedes Márquez about the $7 billion invested through the Neighborhood Stabilization Program
--Learn about HUD’s efforts to obtain a first-hand understanding of the challenges minority communities face
--And find out more from Assistant Secretary John Trasviña on his staff’s efforts to build stronger, more unified and just communities that celebrate diversity. 

This is Letha Strothers. The HUD News Round-up podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  To find out more about topics that effect your home and community visit www.hud.gov. You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook and check out our videos on YouTube.

