UPDATED FAQ ON CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Question: If an organization has provided technical assistance to a Public Housing Authority
(PHA), is it ineligible to apply for funding under the Research and Evaluations, Demonstrations
and Data Analysis and Utilization NOFA?

Answer: The NOFA states: “Conflicts of Interest. Awards will not be made to applicants if
HUD determines that a conflict of interest exists or that existing relationships among parties give
the appearance of impropriety. If a potential conflict of interest arises during the period of the
award, perhaps based on a specific project being undertaken by the awardee, HUD may determine
at that time that a conflict of interest exists, at which time the awardee will be unable to undertake
that specific project.”

If based on a review of applicant past performance, HUD determines that there is a potential
conflict of interest HUD will request that an applicant submit a mitigation plan to address that
conflict of interest. If the mitigation plan is unacceptable to HUD, the applicant will be
determined ineligible for funding. The critical component of any mitigation plan, if requested,
will be to demonstrate that the applicant does not have a vested interest in demonstrating that a
program is effective or ineffective.

Potential ineligibility is defined for each of the projects outlined in the 2014 Research and
Evaluations, Demonstrations and Data Analysis and Utilization NOFA with a particular focus on
apparent and explicit conflicts of interest.

Organizations that are Potentially Ineligible by Project

e Jobs Plus: an organization that has provided or is in the process of providing technical
assistance on the design and/or implementation of programs to increase work and earnings
among public housing residents to any of the nine (9) grantees awarded funding under the
2014 Jobs Plus Pilot Program NOFA will be determined ineligible for award unless they can
show an effective mitigation strategy to assure an unbiased analysis of program
effectiveness.

e Resident Opportunity and Self-Sufficiency (ROSS) Service Coordinators (ROSS-SC): an
organization that has provided or is in the process of providing technical assistance on the
design and/or implementation of service coordination and delivery of supportive services (via
Service Coordinators) to any of the grantees awarded funding under the 2014 ROSS-SC
NOFA will be determined ineligible for award unless they can show an effective mitigation
strategy to assure an unbiased analysis of program effectiveness.

e Small Area Fair Market Rent Demonstration (SAFMR): an organization that has provided or
is in the process of providing technical assistance on the implementation of Small Area
FMRs to any of the Public Housing Authorities (PHAS) awarded funding under the 2012



Small Area FMR Demonstration NOFA or any of the PHAs in the Dallas, TX metropolitan
area operating with SAFMRs under a 2010 federal court settlement agreement will be
determined ineligible for award unless they can show an effective mitigation strategy to
assure an unbiased analysis of program effectiveness.

Moving to Work (MTW): an organization that has provided or is in the process of providing
technical assistance to any of the 39 existing MTW PHAs specifically on the design and/or
implementation of innovative practices to help PHAs manage cost efficiencies, help residents
of HUD-assisted housing find employment or become self-sufficient, or increase housing
choice for HUD-assisted families will be determined ineligible for award unless they can
show an effective mitigation strategy to assure an unbiased analysis of program
effectiveness.



