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The U.S. DEPT. OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT’S 

OFFICE OF NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS 

Presents
2016 National Native Youth Summit
On behalf of the Office of Native American Programs at the Department of Housing and Urban Development (ONAP), we are pleased to invite you to participate in the 2016 National Native Youth Summit.  The Summit will be held in the Washington, D.C. area from September 24-27, 2016.
Program and Application Details:

· Participants apply as a team consisting of four youth, ages 14-17 (as of July 2016), and one adult (25+ years).  Teams should include two girls and two boys.    

· Costs for airfare, food, and lodging at the National Native Youth Summit will be covered for the youth and adult leaders selected to attend.  (Costs for meals while in transit will be reimbursed to the participants after the program.)
· Each youth is required to complete a short response on the theme of this year’s event (2-3 paragraphs, can be found on Youth Participant Application Form).
· Each application should identify a central Team Point of Contact (can be the same person as the Adult Team Leader).
· To apply, please complete the youth, adult team leader, and team application packet, and email to NativeYouthSummit@firstpic.org or fax to 443-302-2084 immediately (no later than September 2nd).  
· Applications will be considered on a rolling basis.  Early submissions will receive preference in order to accommodate sufficient time for travel arrangements to be made.  
Please note that only one team per tribe will be selected.
About the National Native Youth Summit:
The 2016 National Native Youth Summit will provide a multifaceted, dynamic approach to engaging youth in the development of their communities.  The purpose of the Summit is to enhance youths’ understanding of community development opportunities by engaging them in topics and issues relevant to their communities, providing hands-on experiences to enhance their communities, and connecting them with leaders and mentors who can guide them on their 
future educational and career endeavors.  Participants will become Native Youth Ambassadors to their communities and implement a Local Empowerment Activity (LEA), which is similar to a 
community development project.  Youth will begin to explore possible projects for improving their communities while in Washington, D.C., by learning the history of their tribes, meeting with Congressional members, and participating in various activities in the Nation’s capital.  Additionally, youth will meet with Administration officials, Native American leaders, and other notable speakers to provide a foundational understanding of the impact they are able to make within their communities.  (More information on the program can be found on the Youth Participant Selection section on page 6.)
Again, nominations are due no later than September 2, 2016.  The Team Point of Contact will be notified if their team has been accepted to participate in the summit.  Final notification will happen no later than September 9th.  Upon notification, enrolled participants will complete the registration process and travel arrangements to prepare for this special event.

Thank you for your interest in this exciting opportunity for tribal youth!  Please contact NativeYouthSummit@firstpic.org or 1-443-302-2080 for assistance with this application.
Application Instructions 

1) Identify a single NNYS Team Point of Contact who will coordinate the NNYS application process and email or fax the final application.
2) The application includes questions to assist with selection, as well as for transportation and travel planning purposes if the team is selected to participate.
3) Due to the abbreviated timeline available to arrange travel, it is required that all requested information is filled out completely in order for a team to be considered for participation.
4) A separate Youth Participant Application (pp. 6-15) should be completed for each participant.
a. Each team should consist of four youth, ages 14-17 (as of July 2016).  
b. Each youth is required to complete a short 2-to-3 paragraph essay on the theme of this year’s event.  If the response is included as a separate attachment from the application, please ensure that the youth’s full name is included on their essay.

5) The Adult Team Leader Form (pp. 16-18) must be completed even if this is the same person as the Team Point of Contact.

Completed application forms are due no later than September 2, 2016.  Applications will be considered on a rolling basis.  Early submissions will receive preference in order to accommodate sufficient time for travel arrangements to be made.  
Due to limited space at the 2016 National Native Youth Summit, ONAP will use the following selection criteria if it receives more applications than the space can accommodate:

· Geographic diversity to ensure representation across the United States;
· Timeliness of application submission; and 

· Completeness of application package.

The Team Point of Contact will be notified upon selection if their team has been accepted to participate in the summit. The Team Point of Contact will then complete the registration process and travel arrangements to prepare for this special event.  The Team Point of Contact will also be notified if their team has not been accepted to participate in the summit.
Team Point of Contact and Tribe Information
The Team Point of Contact will receive all correspondence related to the ONAP National Native Youth Summit convening and will be responsible for coordinating the youth and adult team leader for the event.  The Team Point of Contact should have an official position with the tribe or organization from which the youth are coming so that she/he can fully organize all details for attendance.  She/he may or may not be the same as the Adult Team Leader accompanying the youth to the Summit.

Name: _________________________________________   

Title: ______________________________________________________________________

Agency/Organization: ________________________________________________________

Tribal Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________
Phone (including area code):  (Work) _________________ (Other) ____________________
E-mail: ____________________________________________________
Alternate email: ________________________________________________

Travel Information 
(only one needed per team)
We are aware that many tribes are located in remote areas.  To help us understand your travel needs, please describe what you expect travel will entail to get your youth and adult team leader from your tribal area to Washington, D.C.  Please answer the following questions:
Where is the closest airport to tribal area?  How far is it to drive from your tribal area to the nearest airport?  
Please provide us with a secondary airport and the distance from your tribal area:  
Will you need to take a ferry/snow machine/prop plane to get to the nearest airport?  If so, please provide us with details of the service you use to get to the closest major airport (i.e., Ravn Air, Alaska Seaplane, etc.).
Are there limited flights/ferries that service your tribal area?  Will you need an entire day dedicated to travel?
Please note: Airport transportation to the summit will be provided upon arrival in Washington, D.C.
Youth Participant Selection
We ask that each team include youth with diverse skills and interests for the 2016 National Native Youth Summit.  This includes not only youth who are outgoing and have already demonstrated leadership skills, but also youth who are quiet and may benefit from this training and development opportunity.  Youth who may be best suited for this type of event are those who:

· Are interested in promoting change;
· Are looking to advance their leadership skills; and
· Have demonstrated a commitment to their tribe and community.    

Participating youth will develop an understanding of the four training tracks (Self, Spirit, Community, and Connection) to build skills related to life advocacy; to identify how historical traumas affect present-day situations; to learn the importance of place and community; and to build the connections between home and an overall healthy individual and environment.  The youth participants will practice communication skills, team building, conflict resolution, and self-regulation.  Instructional sessions will provide practical information and resources pertaining to community leadership, civic duty, history, and culture.  Youth will also engage in interactive discussions with adult tribal leaders and mentors, U.S. government representatives, youth advocates, and field experts to discuss cultural values and community-based solutions to these critical issues.  
Participants will become Native Youth Ambassadors to their communities and implement a Local Empowerment Activity (LEA), which is similar to a community development project.  Youth will begin to explore possible projects for improving their communities while in Washington, D.C., by learning the history of their tribes, meeting with Congressional members, and participating in various activities in the Nation’s capital.  Possible community development projects include:  community gardens; sacred space mapping; community beautification projects; collecting oral histories from elders; community education projects on indoor air quality, energy savings, or health enhancement initiatives; community fun runs; or healthy cooking classes.  
Youth nominees should be ages 14 – 17 (as of July 2016) and be willing to commit to the following: 

· Youth must positively represent their tribal communities at the 2016 National Native Youth Summit and treat all participants, staff, and guests with courtesy and respect.

· Youth must fully participate in all 2016 National Native Youth Summit activities and comply with all rules in the Code of Conduct (to be sent as part of the registration process).
· Youth must remain onsite at all times and adhere to curfew requirements.  Aside from organized group outings, no participant is allowed to leave the premises at any time. 

· Youth must be tobacco-free, alcohol-free, and drug-free.
To participate, all National Native Youth Summit participants must submit a completed Code of Conduct, Parental Consent form, and picture/video waiver.  All youth will be expected to comply with the rules in the agreement.  Code of Conduct agreements, parental consent forms, and waivers for appearing in videos and/or pictures at the Summit will be provided immediately following each team’s acceptance to the 2016 National Native Youth Summit.  Youth Summit participants will also sign an acknowledgement that as a Native Youth Ambassador they will work on a Local Empowerment Activity when they return home.
Youth Participant Application Form 

(1 of 4)
Youth Name (full legal name):___________________________________ 
Preferred Name: _______________________________________________________________

Gender (please circle): 
Male
   Female

Other: _________________
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): ______________________                                    Age: ______
*Please note: Accurate legal name, birthdate, and gender are extremely necessary to arrange airline transportation to the summit.

Tribal Affiliation: _________________________________________________________________


Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian:________________________________________________________ 
Phone (including area code): (Home) _____________________ (Work) ____________________
E-mail of Parent/Guardian:________________________________________________________ 
Alternate Email (optional): _______________________________________                                 _

Please submit a short (2-3 paragraphs) essay on the theme of this year’s event, Local Empowerment: Self, Spirit, Community, and Connection.  When writing the essay, youth may want to consider responding to the following questions:

· What are the strengths and positive influences that you see in your tribal community?  How would you recommend sharing these successes with other tribes? 
· Are there challenges or issues that you think need to be addressed in your tribal community?  If so, what action(s) should be taken?
· What skills, knowledge, and/or wisdom do you think you will be able to bring to share with other youth during the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?

· What kinds of knowledge and wisdom are you seeking to gain at this event, and how do you hope to apply it to your community?

· How do you think you will continue to stay engaged after the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?

Youth Participant Application Form 

(2 of 4)
Youth Name (full legal name):___________________________________ 
Preferred Name: _______________________________________________________________

Gender (please circle): 
Male
   Female

Other: _________________
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): ______________________                                    Age: ______
*Please note: Accurate legal name, birthdate, and gender are extremely necessary to arrange airline transportation to the summit.

Tribal Affiliation: _________________________________________________________________


Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian:________________________________________________________ 
Phone (including area code): (Home) _____________________ (Work) ____________________
E-mail of Parent/Guardian:________________________________________________________ 
Alternate Email (optional): _______________________________________                                 _

Please submit a short (2-3 paragraphs) essay on the theme of this year’s event, Local Empowerment: Self, Spirit, Community, and Connection.  When writing the essay, youth may want to consider responding to the following questions:

· What are the strengths and positive influences that you see in your tribal community?  How would you recommend sharing these successes with other tribes? 

· Are there challenges or issues that you think need to be addressed in your tribal community?  If so, what action(s) should be taken?

· What skills, knowledge, and/or wisdom do you think you will be able to bring to share with other youth during the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?

· What kinds of knowledge and wisdom are you seeking to gain at this event, and how do you hope to apply it to your community?

· How do you think you will continue to stay engaged after the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?

Youth Participant Application Form 

(3 of 4)
Youth Name (full legal name):___________________________________ 
Preferred Name: _______________________________________________________________

Gender (please circle): 
Male
   Female

Other: _________________
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): ______________________                                    Age: ______
*Please note: Accurate legal name, birthdate, and gender are extremely necessary to arrange airline transportation to the summit.

Tribal Affiliation: _________________________________________________________________


Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian:________________________________________________________ 
Phone (including area code): (Home) _____________________ (Work) ____________________
E-mail of Parent/Guardian:________________________________________________________ 
Alternate Email (optional): _______________________________________                                 _

Please submit a short (2-3 paragraphs) essay on the theme of this year’s event, Local Empowerment: Self, Spirit, Community, and Connection.  When writing the essay, youth may want to consider responding to the following questions:

· What are the strengths and positive influences that you see in your tribal community?  How would you recommend sharing these successes with other tribes? 

· Are there challenges or issues that you think need to be addressed in your tribal community?  If so, what action(s) should be taken?

· What skills, knowledge, and/or wisdom do you think you will be able to bring to share with other youth during the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?

· What kinds of knowledge and wisdom are you seeking to gain at this event, and how do you hope to apply it to your community?

· How do you think you will continue to stay engaged after the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?

Youth Participant Application Form 

(4 of 4)
Youth Name (full legal name):___________________________________ 
Preferred Name: _______________________________________________________________

Gender (please circle): 
Male
   Female

Other: _________________
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): ______________________                                    Age: ______
*Please note: Accurate legal name, birthdate, and gender are extremely necessary to arrange airline transportation to the summit.

Tribal Affiliation: _________________________________________________________________


Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian:________________________________________________________ 
Phone (including area code): (Home) _____________________ (Work) ____________________
E-mail of Parent/Guardian:________________________________________________________ 
Alternate Email (optional): _______________________________________                                 _

Please submit a short (2-3 paragraphs) essay on the theme of this year’s event, Local Empowerment: Self, Spirit, Community, and Connection.  When writing the essay, youth may want to consider responding to the following questions:

1. What are the strengths and positive influences that you see in your tribal community?  How would you recommend sharing these successes with other tribes? 

2. Are there challenges or issues that you think need to be addressed in your tribal community?  If so, what action(s) should be taken?

3. What skills, knowledge, and/or wisdom do you think you will be able to bring to share with other youth during the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?

4. What kinds of knowledge and wisdom are you seeking to gain at this event, and how do you hope to apply it to your community?

5. How do you think you will continue to stay engaged after the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?

Adult Team Leader Form

Each team is required to provide one adult team leader (25+ years old) to accompany their youth to the 2016 National Native American Summit.  Adult team leaders will participate in summit sessions as well as work with the other team leaders and staff to maintain a safe environment and act as a chaperone to the youth participants. 
Some qualities of adult leaders who may be best suited for this type of event include:
· Experience in working with youth on leadership activities in the past;
· Interest in promoting change; and
· A commitment to their communities or to programs.   

If accepted for participation in the summit, adult team leaders will be required to submit background checks recognized by a state, provincial, territorial, or tribal government AND copies of a valid driver’s license/state ID/federally-recognized, tribal-issued photo ID.
Adult team leaders must be older than 25 years of age and commit to the following: 

· Team leaders must positively represent their tribal communities at the 2016 National Native Youth Summit and treat all participants, staff, and guests with courtesy and respect.

· Team leaders must fully participate in all 2016 National Native Youth Summit activities and comply with all rules in the Code of Conduct (to be provided during the registration process).

· Team leaders must remain onsite at all times and adhere to curfew requirements.  Aside from organized group outings, no participant is allowed to leave the premises at any time. 

· Team leaders must be alcohol-free and drug-free.  Smoking will only be allowed in designated areas. 
· Team leaders must serve as the primary point of contact before the summit and communicate all information to the participating youth.
Legal name (as it appears on your ID): _________________________________________   
Preferred name: __________________________________________________________

Gender (please circle): 
Male
   Female   
Other: _________________
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): _______________ 
*Please note: Legal name, gender, and birthdate are necessary for airline transportation to the summit.
Tribal Affiliation: ________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________
                               __________________________________________________________
Phone (including area code): (Home) _____________ (Work) _______________ 
(Cell) _______________ 
Email: ______________________________________________________

Alternate Email: _______________________________________________
What is the best way to reach you?  (Please Circle): Email

Phone

Has this adult team leader completed state/tribal background checks?
     Yes
     No

Youth leaders cannot have any state or federal convictions related to harming or causing injury to a child.
Each adult team leader should submit a short (2-3 paragraphs) statement on why she/he would be a good adult leader for the youth during the summit.  In writing the statement, adult team leaders may want to consider responding to the following questions:

1. What is your relationship to the youth in your tribal community?

2. What skills, knowledge, and/or wisdom do you think you will be able to bring to share with the youth during the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?
3. How do you plan on sharing the information that you learn at the 2016 National Native Youth Summit with both adults and youth in your tribal community? 
4. How do you think you will continue to stay engaged after the 2016 National Native Youth Summit?
Code of Conduct agreements and waivers for appearing in videos and/or pictures at the summit will be provided immediately following the team’s acceptance to the 2016 National Native Youth Summit. 
All adult leaders will need to submit a completed Code of Conduct and picture/video waiver prior to participation.  All adult leaders will be expected to comply with the rules in the agreement.  
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