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I NSTRUCTI ONS FOR COVPLETI NG THE NORMAL AND
SPECI AL ENVI RONVENTAL CLEARANCE FORM FOR
HOUSI NG PROJIECTS

. GENERAL | NSTRUCTI ONS

This form conbi nes HUD s Normal and Speci al Environnenta

Cl earances and provides for a detailed and systemati c assessnent
of a potential housing site and its environnent. It

covers both environmental and nmarketability issues. The

foll owi ng describes in brief the procedures to be foll owed

in conpleting the form

RATI NG

Based on the best available information, supplenented as
necessary, each environnental component is to be rated as
foll ows:

A  The conponent is acceptable. There are no specia
probl ens associated with this item Adverse inpacts are
negligible; other effects are neutral or beneficial

B  The conponent is questionable. Problens associated with
itemcall for discretion in granting environnental approva
to the project. Aneliorative neasures should be pursued
and may be mandated by specific environmental or program
pol i ci es.

C The conponent is undesirable or unacceptable. Problens
associated with this itemare serious and rejection may
be mandat ed by specific environnental or program policies.
Amel i orative neasures should be vigorously pursued.
Approval is allowed only when justified by a carefu
exam nati on and conpari son of alternatives.

NA The environnental factor is not applicable to this project.
For exanple access to local schools is not applicable to
el derly housing projects; coastal zone environnental
policies do not apply to inland projects, etc.

SCOURCE/ DOCUNMENTATI ON

The Environmental C earance Form plus the supporting

evi dence constitute the conpl ete Environmental C earance for
the project. In the colum nmarked "source/docurentation",
refer to specific attachments or to specific portions of the
project file or "FO' (Field Observation) for observations
made during the field inspection which were used as the
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basis for the indicated rating. Docunentation nmay include
studi es or portions of studies conducted by others, witten
expl anations and clarification by the reviewer based on
field visit, or conversations with experts, or it my

i ncl ude maps, or other information used as the basis for
the rating and conclusions on the form \Were material is
of a nature that cannot be attached or inserted in the
project files, it should be referenced on the form

. SPECI FI C | NSTRUCTI ONS

(Items correspond to designation on clearance forn)
A PRQIECT | DENTI FI CATI ON

Sel f - expl anat ory
B. COVPLI ANCE W TH APPLI CABLE STANDARDS AND PLANS
Sel f - expl anat ory
Sel f - expl anat ory
Sel f - expl anat ory

The foll owi ng environnmental policies and regul ations
are applicable

PP

Hi storic Properties

- National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
(PL 89-665); esp. Sec 106

- Preservation of Historic and Archiol ogi cal Data
Act of 1974 (PL 93-291)

- EO 11593, Protection and Enhancenent of the
Cul tural Environnent 1971

- Procedures for Protection and Historic and
Cul tural Properties, Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, 36 CFR 800.

Noi se

- HUD Handbook 1390.2, Noi se Abatenent and Control,
Departnental Policy, Responsibilities and Standards,



1971.
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F

ood Pl ain

- Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (PL 93-234),
and i nmpl enenting regul ations.

- Title 24, Chapter X, Subchapter B, National Flood
I nsurance Program

Coastal Zones and Wetl ands

- Coastal Zone Managenent Act of 1972 (PL 92-583).
Al so, any applicable State |egislation or
regul ati ons

Air Quality

- Clean Air Act and Clean Air Act Anendments of 1970
USEPA | npl ementi ng Regul ati ons, especially

- National, Primary and Secondary Anbient Air
Quality Standard 1971

- Review of Indirect Sources, 1974
- Applicable State legislation or regul ations
C. SITE SU TABI LI TY ANALYSI S

This section is designed to deternmne if the sits and
surroundi ng area represents a suitable living environnent
for project residents, including whether it is
adequately served by community services and utilities.

| ssues concern the inmpact of the environment on the

proj ect.

Under "Facilities and Services" (ltens 11-19), a separate
rating is required for (1) access to the facility or
service, and (2) adequacy of the facility or service.

In order to clarify the neaning of terms used on the
form the following is a listing of representative
i ssues. They are presented in the formof questions



to sinmplify discussion.
1. Slope Stability
W11l the project be subject to hazardous | andslides,

falling rock, or other unstable slope conditions due
to site topographic or geol ogic conditions?
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2. Foundati on Conditions

Can excessive deformations of foundations occur because
of changes in noisture content, soil swelling

or shrinkage, frost action on soils, liquifaction,
substantial soil loss fromconstruction practices,

wat er or wi nd erosion, inadequate weight bearing
capacity, or subsidence due to sink hole, mne
excavation or water w thdrawal ?

3. Terrain

Is the site subject to unusual terrain features such
as steep slopes, abutting rock formations, or other
conditions effecting construction, drainage, or
livability. Does the proposed devel opment appear

to take advantage of the natural features of the
site and area?

4. Soil Perneability

WI Il inpernmeable |ayers such as clay affect construction,
drai nage, or water infiltration required to
repl eni sh ground water supplies? WII inperneable

| ayers result in groundwater contanination due to
septic tank or well devel opnent ?

5. G oundwat er
Is the site subject to rapid water wi thdrawal
probl ens whi ch change the depth or character of the
water table, affect water supply, septic tank use
or vegetation?

6. Natural Hazards



Are there unusual risks fromnatural hazards such as
geologic fault, flash floods, volcanic activity,
mudsl i des or fires, or fromthe presence of ponds,
or hazardous terrain features?

7. Man-made Hazards
Are there unwarranted risks from man- nade hazards
such as inadequate separation of pedestrian and
vehicular traffic, roadway design or lack of traffic
control, visual obstructions, inproper use of
materials, or presence of hazardous materials such
as uraniummll tailings, or liquid petrol eum
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storage areas, or the presence of potentially
hazardous industrial activity or material in the
surroundi ng area?

8. Nui sances
Is the site subject to nuisances fromodors, vibrations,
unsi ghtly areas, nearby landfills, inconveniences
or other nuisances?

9. Conpatibility in Use and Scale with the Surround
Ar ea
Is the project conmpatible with the surrounding area
interms of land use density, scale, mass, texture
and architectural design?

10. Nei ghbor hood Char act er
I's the project location in an area of physica
deterioration, or physical investnent? Is it in an
area of transition in terns of density or types of
l and use? 1s the devel oprment taking place or
anticipated in the area conpatible with the project?

11. Elementary School s
Does the project |location provide for adequate and
safe access to school for elenmentary school age
chi l dren?

12. Junior and Hi gh School s



Does the project location provide adequate and safe
access to school for junior and high school age
chi l dren?

13. Enpl oynent

Is there adequate access to enpl oynent opportunities
for proposed occupants? 1s there an adequate supply
of enpl oynent opportunities considering the skil

and incone requirement of proposed occupants?
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14. Shoppi ng
I s there adequate and conveni ent access to shoppi ng.

Are the retail services available to the project
adequate to neet the needs of proposed occupants?

15. Park, Playground and Open Space

I s there adequate and conveni ent access to parks,
pl ay- grounds and functional open space areas?

Are the park, playgrounds and open space facilities
in the project and surroundi ng area adequate to neet
t he needs of proposed occupants?

16. Police and Fire

Does the project location allow for adequate access
for police and fire protection services?

Are the police and fire protection services avail abl e
to the project adequate to neet the project
needs?

17. Health Care and Social Services

Is there adequate access to hospitals, energency
facilities, clinics and doctor services?

Are the nedical services adequate to neet the needs
of the residents?



Does the location provide conveni ent access to
soci al services offered by the community such as
day care, youth services and special assistance

to the aged if required by the proposed occupants?

Are the social services offered adequate to neet
speci al needs of the residents?

18. Transportation
Do proposed occupants have conveni ent access to
conmunity transportati on services?
Are the transportation services serving the project
adequate to neet the project needs in terns of
destinations, schedul es and transfer requirenments?
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Are roads adequate for private transportation?
19. QO her Services
Identify and rate other services not |isted above
(e.g. cultural) which may be applicable for the
proposed occupants.
20- 25. Uilities

WIIl the utilities |isted adequately serve the
proposed occupants?

D. See para. 8-3, HUD Handbook 4010. 1.

E. | MPACT ON THE ENVI RONMENT

This section is designed for determ ning how the project

wil |

i npact on the environment of the site and surroundi ng

area and on the delivery of services el sewhere in
the community.

1

| mpact on Uni que Ceol ogi cal Features or Resources

W11l project location, construction or activities
of project residents adversely inmpact uni que geol ogic
features on or near the site?



2. | npact on Rock and Soil Stability

WIIl the project have an adverse inpact on rock and
soil stability due to wei ght of buildings on
surficial materials, liquifaction or water
infiltration into surrounding soils from man- made

i mpoundnents, or transport route construction?

3. | npact on Soil Erodability

W1l the project nmake the area substantially nore
susceptible to erosion because of grading, inadequate
vegetive cover during or after construction

i nadequat e drai nage plan or other causes?

4, | npact on Groundwater (level, flow and quality)
WIIl the project inpede natural drainage patterns,

whi ch cannot be corrected, cause alterations in
stream channel form or otherw se affect groundwater

nmovenent ?
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W1l construction over recharge areas substantially
af fect aquifer yields or water quality?
W1l erosion or increased weathering rate of
bedrock result in groundwater contani nation?

5. | npact on Open Streans and Lakes
W1l erosion, increased runoff, or wastes fromthe
proj ect contani nate open streans and | akes? WII
di sruptions of water flow affect the characteristics
of open streanms and | akes?

6. | npact on Plant and Animal Life

Are there uni que species of plant or aninmal life
particul arly susceptible to adverse imnpact from
construction and human habitation?

Is there vegetation present, the |oss of which would
deny habitat to unique wildlife species, or to a



substantial nunber of different animals? WII| such
veget ati on be preserved?

WIIl plant or animal |ife be adversely affected by

di sruptions to the nutrient cycle or hydrol ogic

bal ance?

| npact on Energy Resources

Are conmmunity energy supplies adequate to accommopdate
the energy consunption in the project? Are there

i ndications that the project will pronpte inefficient
energy utilization?

| npact on the Social Fabric and Community Structures
W1l the project substantially change the inconeg,
racial, ethnic or age distribution of the nei ghborhood
or community?

Di spl acenment of Individuals or Families

WIIl the project displace individuals or famlies?

WIIl the project destroy or rel ocate existing jobs,
conmunity facilities or snmall business enterprises?

Is there an adequate rel ocation plan?
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10.

11.

| npact on Aesthetics and Urban Design

WIIl the project adversely affect the aesthetic
i mage of the surrounding area? WII the project
bl ock views? |s the proposed design integrated
with the area in which it is |ocated?

| npact on Existing or Planned Community Facilities

Is the capacity of the listed conmunity facilities
(11-19) adequate to accommpdate the higher
utilization resulting fromthe project? WII| the
availability or quality of the service fromthe
facilities suffer as a result of project usage? WII
the project push the facility's utilization rate
close to capacity?



F. The reviewer is to give a sunmary eval uati on of the
project inmpact on the issues contained in Din order to
determne if further analysis is necessary. This allows
the reviewer to record unusual cases in which a project
bel ow Speci al O earance size threshol ds has notable
i npacts on the environnent despite its small size. Also
in this section consider changes in site design

G In this section the reviewer should deternine how the
environnental inpact of a project interacts with other
pl anned or anticipated devel opment. The revi ewer nust
then indicate the strategy established for incorporating
cumul ative inpacts of devel opments in that area into
this and other project |evel decisions.

H.  LOCATI ON AND MARKET (See HUD Handbooks 4150.1 and 4465. 1)
. ENVI RONMENTAL FI NDI NGS

Findings relate to the disposition of the project and the
| evel of environmental clearance required. The conment
section should contain further justification of the
finding which is not self evident in previous sections

of the form (e.g. analysis and conparison of alternative
to a proposed project which involves an unacceptabl e
rating on sonme conponent), or other clarifying remarks.
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J.  REVI EW AND COMMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CLEARANCE OFFI CER

Comments of the Environmental C earance O ficer nust
cover four items: (1) conpleteness of the review,

(2) adequacy of supporting docunentation, (3) assigned
ratings and (4) the finding. The ECOis also required
to make recomrendati ons on each of the four itemns.

K. I NSTRUCTI ONS BY CH EF UNDERWRI TER

Sel f - expl anat ory.
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