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HUD SPONSCRED VOLUNTARY FAI R HOUSI NG PROGRAMS

HUD provi des information and technical assistance to States, |oca
governnents, trade associations, housing industry groups, and other private
sector concerns with respect to voluntary actions that nmay be undertaken

at the local level to pronote fair housing. There are a nunber of
cooperative prograns avail able that provide a vehicle for the public and
private sectors to develop and inplenent |ocally nmanaged pl ans and
activities. |In addition, States, other public bodies and the private
sector may initiate individual prograns that address |ocal needs and
situations.

HUD Rol e

At HUD Headquarters, the Ofice of Voluntary Conpliance was established to
devel op and coordinate voluntary activities designed to further the

obj ectives of fair housing. This office assists States, |ocal governnents,
trade and voluntary associations, housing industry groups, and other
private Sector organizations to design voluntary prograns of this kind.
Informati on and assistance are al so available fromthe staffs of the HUD
Area and Regional Ofices - Fair Housing and Equal Qpportunity Divisions.

i nformati on available includes referrals to States and localities currently
engaged in voluntary fair housing prograns. Periodically, the Secretary of
HUD, through letters or other nmeans of comuni cation, encourages State and
| ocal governments participating in HUD prograns, to support Federal fair
housi ng efforts.

State Role and Local Governnent | nvol vement

States and | ocal governments nust conply with Federal Fair Housing Laws
(Title VIIl, Cvil R ghts Act of 1968, and Executive Order 11063), and nust
assure nondi scrimnation in the provision of CDBG funded housi ng and

housi ng-rel ated activities - both services and facilities. Further, States
and | ocal units of general governnents which receive CDBG funds certify
that they will affirmatively further fair housing. |In addition to any
requirements set forth in HUD regul ations at 24 CFR Part 570, participation
in any of the following activities would help State grantees and recipients
satisfy their fair housing certifications.

Many units of |ocal governnent participating in the HUD adm ni stered
Conmuni ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grant program are engaged in activities listed
bel ow; sonme will choose to continue such activities.
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1. The New Horizons Housi ng Opportunities Program

The New Hori zons Housi ng Opportunity program encourages localities to
voluntarily undertake affirmati ve neasures to pronote fair housing by
providing total discretion and flexibility in the devel opment of fair
housi ng strategies. Such strategies are based on locally assessed
needs and conmitnents in accordance with general New Horizons

gui del i nes.

Under the New Horizons Program the State or |ocal governnent
identifies barriers to equal housing opportunity in its jurisdiction
and devel ops a conprehensive fair housing strategy to address these
problems. The strategy includes initiatives in five areas:
educational prograns, assistance to mnority famlies, |oca
compl i ance, corporate activities and special prograns. States and

| ocal governments may use CDBG funds, housing grants and other public
nonies as well as private resources to acconplish fair housing.

2. The National Association of Realtors (NAR) Agreenent

A Voluntary Affirmative Marketing Agreenent between the Nationa
Associ ation of Realtors and HUD. This agreenent was negoti at ed
nationally and is inplenented by |ocal real estate boards.
Signatories to the agreenent pledge to expand housi ng choi ces of
honeseekers, design their procedures to preclude steering and ot her
di scrimnatory housing practices, and train sales personnel in
affirmative techniques. HUD nonitors, eval uates, and provides
ongoi ng techni cal assistance. State Associations of Realtors al so
may enter into such agreenments with HUD. 1In this activity, as well
as the others listed below, |ocal governnents are requested by HUD
to designate a representative to serve on a citizens participation
conponent organi zed by HUD to work with the industry group in

i npl ementing the program

3. The National Association of Real Estate Brokers (NAREB) Agreenent

A Voluntary Affirmative Marketing Agreenent between NAREB (Real tists)
and HUD. The agreenent is administered in the same nmanner as the
Nati onal Association of Realtors agreenent.

4. The National Association of Home Buil ders Agreenent

A Voluntary Affirmative Marketing Agreenent designed to provide fair
housi ng gui dance and technical assistance to the |ocal hone building
industry. The agreenent is simlar to the Realtor/Realtist agreenent
inits operative provisions. State Associations of Home Buil ders al so
may enter into such agreenments with HUD.
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Comuni ty Housi ng Resource Boards (CHRBs)

The citizen participation conponent of Voluntary Affirmative Marketing
Agreenments. Resource Boards are appointed locally by HUD to nmaxim ze
communi cati on between | ocal housing industry groups and |local mnority
and wonen's groups. HUD attenpts to involve representatives of al
influential civil rights groups, as well as |ocal governnent, in the
activities of these CHRBs. Resource Boards assist in ensuring that the
various provisions of HUD fair housing agreenents, and/or progress on
the voluntary fair housing prograns, are carried out on a local |evel
HUD provides direct funding to | ocal CHRBs on a conpetitive basis.

The National Association of Real Estate License Law Officials
(NARELLO) Agreenent

An Affirmative Fair Housing Agreenent between HUD and State real estate
i censi ng agenci es that has the dual objectives of ensuring that
opportunities in the real estate field are equally available to all
regardl ess of mnority status, and ensuring that persons in the rea
estate business are informed of and held to their responsibilities
under the fair housing I aw.

Mort gage Lender Pl an Program

The Mortgage Lender Plan is a voluntary plan entered into between HUD
and nortgage | ender corporations, associations, and partnerships. The
programis based on the Signing of a Voluntary Affirnative Lender plan.
The signatory group and its signatory nenbers agree to adopt and
undertake affirmative steps in processing housing | oan applications
utilizing nondiscrimnatory procedures. They will also affirmatively
advertise fair |ending practices.

Nat i onal Apartnent Associ ation/ Council Resol ution

The resol uti on encourages HUD and | ocal units of the National Apartnent
Association to enter into agreenents to advance equal housing
opportunity. Agreenents have provided for associations or councils to
devel op, adopt, and follow fair housing practices as part of apartnent
house rental standards and procedures; to display the fair housing

sl ogan and | ogo; to undertake fair housing advertising canpaigns; and
to use standardi zed rental applications that assure equitable treatnment
for all applicants. State and |ocal apartnent associations and
councils nmay enter into such agreenents with HUD
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