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June 26, 2006

Mr. Frederick S. Purnell, Sr. Executive Director Wilmington Housing Authority 400 N. Walnut Street Wilmington, DE 19801

Dear Mr. Purnell:

It is with great pleasure that I write to express the City of Wilmington's enthusiastic support for this Disposition Application. This application would permit the Wilmington Housing Authority ("WHA") to dispose of the unit located at 412 N. Harrison Street, Wilmington, Delaware to the Wilmington Housing Partnership ("WHP"), who will transfer it to a local non-profit for rehabilitation under their home ownership program. The partnership being proposed with WHP will enable the WHA to reduce its vacant unit count, foster the restoration of a vacant property, and increase the value of the unit to both the neighborhood and the City.

The Wilmington Housing Authority is seeking HUD's approval to enter into an Agreement of Sale with the WHP. This agreement would further assist the City of Wilmington with our goal to rejuvenating communities where houses have been vacant and are in need of rehabilitation. It would also endorse critical public/private partnerships, such as that between the WHA and the WHP. We feel that this agreement would be in the best interest of all involved.

Sincerely,

James M. Baker Mayor
