Resident Involvement/Self Sufficiency Notes

Public Housing Administrative Reform Initiative

Conference Call

August 8, 2007

 

Present:
 

(Residents/Advocates)
Joy Johnson (Co-Chair), Public Housing Residents Association
Mae Bradley (Co-Chair), Boston Committee on Public Housing
Mary Rone, N.J. Association of Public & Subsidized Housing
Crystal Palmer, Central Advisory Council
Willie Lewis, Central Advisory Council
Sam Finkelstein, National Training & Information Center (notetaker)
 

(HUD/PHA)
Ron Ashford, HUD-HQ
Marianne Nazzaro, HUD-HQ
Margaret Skiffer, HUD-Phoenix
Lorraine Walls, HUD-Houston
Deborah Crocket, Muskegon Housing Commission
 

1. Recap of previous calls 

2. Asset Management Training Rescheduled 

· Greg Bryne (Project Director of Harvard Public Housing Operating Cost Study) was unable to do the asset management training on today's call. 

· Reschedule training tentatively for Aug 15th (confirmed). 

· CLPHA will be present to give PHA's perspective. 

· Also discussed NHLP being present to give interpretation of effect on residents.
3. Meeting with Asst Secretary about 964 

· Ron reported on a meeting he had with Paula Blunt, Greg Bryne, and Asst Secretary Orlando Cabrera about residents' concerns with waiving 964. 

· Agreed to meet with residents on this committee plus 24 others (for a total of 30 residents) about 964 on Sept 13 

· Discussion 

· Concerns were raised about who controls invites for this event and that it is representative of geography and PHA size - decided that everyone (including NLIHC, NTIC, HUD, and committee members) should send proposals for who they would like to have attend (in addition to committee members) by the end of the week; we will then look at this to make sure that the participants are not too heavy on HUD's invites and that there is representation in terms of geography and PHA size; should be able to get invites out by end of next week. 

· Concerns were raise about how the agenda will be determined - we will discuss the agenda on the call on 8/29. 

· Concerns were raised about how residents will pay to get to DC - Ron agreed to take this issue back to his supervisor to see if HUD will pay for resident to attend meeting.  Additionally, conference lines will be available for those who are not able to make it in person (several people raised the concern that conference lines do not adequately make up for not being there in person for such an important discussion). 

· Concerns were raised about why HUD would be doing this meeting in light of the clear consensus amongst residents not to waive 964; question if this is to broaden the group to break the unity between residents on this issue.
4. CAC brought up a communication between them and CHA about the inclusion of tenants from mixed-income housing in resident councils - Marianne will follow-up with CAC about this. 

5. Question was raised about how this focus group relates to Indian Housing - Ron will follow-up on this question. 

6. Status of Action Items 

· Website 

· Website updated: http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/programs/ph/phari.cfm 

· Check website to ensure that contact info is correct 

· References to the statute are on the website 

· Draft Principles are included in the 8/1/07 minutes
· Flat rent recommendations will be sent to the occupancy group once they are developed by this group. 

· HIP Language on Resident Involvement - see page 74 through 117 of "FinalHouseBill_HR1851.pdf" (attached to this email) for the language on HIP from SEVRA as passed out of House; contains some good tenant participation language for MTW agencies.  Note that we are developing recommendations for the Senate on strengthening this language and ensuring that the tenant participation funds go only to entities that are independent of the PHA, but we are not ready to share this.  If you are interested in hearing about our proposal or helping to develop the resident participation proposal, contact me (sam@ntic-us.org). 

· Mae, Crystal, and Kathryn will provide relocation recommendation (carried over from July 24). 

· Doc from MUPHT on MOUs - on website 
7. Calendar 

· 8/15 - Asset management training 

· 8/22 - TBD (964 training?) 

· 8/29 - Develop agenda for 13th 

· 9/5 - TBD 

· 9/12 - Finalize report 

· 9/13 - In person meeting with Asst Sec Cabrera and 24 other residents re: 964
8. Final Report 

· Sam will take lead on putting everything together 

· Everyone should send points to Sam by end of weekend (8/12) 

· Sam will produce draft for next call (8/15)
9. Recap of Next Steps: 

· Asset management training rescheduled for 8/15 

· Everyone should send proposals for who they would like to invite to 9/13 meeting (in addition to committee member) by 8/10 

· Invites for 9/13 meeting to go out by 8/17 

· Discuss agenda for 9/13 meeting on 8/29 call 

· Ron will find out if HUD can pay for residents to attend 9/13 meeting 

· Marianne will follow-up with CAC about mixed-income housing 

· Ron will follow-up to see how this work related to Indian Housing 

· Flat rent recommendations will be sent to the occupancy group once this group develops them 

· Mae, Crystal, and Kathryn will provide relocation recommendation 
· Everyone should send points for the final report to Sam by end of weekend (8/12) 

· Sam will produce draft of boilerplate of final report for next call (8/15)
 
 

