
To:
Tenant,

Subject:  Disaster Housing Assistance Program Katrina (DHAP-Katrina) Transitional Assistance For Up To Six Months

This is to notify you that HUD will provide transition rental assistance on behalf of your family for up to an additional six months, beginning March 1, 2009 through August 31, 2009.  

As you are aware the Disaster Housing Assistance Program-Katrina (DHAP-Katrina) was established in September 2007 to provide temporary rental assistance to families impacted by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Over the last 18 months, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) have provided your family with rental assistance through rental payments to your landlords on your behalf, and also with case management services for your family.  HUD recently sent you a letter stating that the program would end, and that the last rent payment to your landlord would be made, in February 2009.  At this time, however, HUD is establishing a transitional closeout plan that will provide your landlord with transitional housing payments for up to six months as set out in this letter. The purpose of the transitional rental payments is to assist families who would otherwise have a rent burden as a result of the end of the DHAP-Katrina.  This continued rental assistance is intended to assist you during the transition from DHAP-Katrina to a permanent housing solution.  This assistance, through payments to your landlord on your behalf, will end no later than August 31, 2009.

 This measure is intended only as a short-term measure to help you transition.  You must take this opportunity to find a permanent housing solution that fits you and  your family’s needs prior to August 31, 2009.    We strongly encourage you to consider HUD’s Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program or other federal /state housing assistance programs as your permanent housing solution.  If you believe that you may be eligible for assistance under the Section 8 program, please contact us to begin the  eligibility determination.  

What Can You Expect?

· You will not have to apply for this transitional assistance.  If your landlord received a DHAP-Katrina rental assistance payment that was greater than $100 for February 2009, in March 2009 your landlord will receive a transitional rental payment from your local Public Housing Agency (PHA) on your behalf, just as occurred under the DHAP-Katrina.

· If you have moved during the month of February, please immediately contact us and provide updated address, lease, and landlord contact information so that transitional payments may be transmitted to your new landlord.   

· The amount of rental assistance you receive for March 2009 will be determined by taking the amount of rental assistance that was provided to you under DHAP-Katrina for February 2009, minus $100. For example, if your landlord received a $600 rental subsidy payment in February, your landlord will receive a $500 payment for March.  

· In each subsequent month, the transitional rental assistance payment provided by the PHA will be reduced by an additional $100 until the amount equals zero or until August 30, 2009 when the program ends.  In this same example, if your family benefited from a $500 subsidy for March, your landlord will receive $400 on your behalf for April.  If the amount of the transitional rental payment is zero as a result of these monthly reductions, your landlord will no longer receive transitional rental payments.   As with DHAP-Katrina, the difference between the rental assistance provided by HUD and the actual rent is paid by you.  This applies to all families equally; there are no hardship waivers.

· If you are unable to pay your rent, even after receiving transitional rental assistance, you should apply for the Housing Choice Voucher program or other federal/state housing assistance programs.  

The Housing Choice Voucher program provides long-term rental assistance for low income families.  You may have already been contacted about the Housing Choice Voucher program.  If you have not been contacted about this assistance, we encourage you to contact us to submit an application as quickly as possible.   HUD has made additional Section 8 funds available to us for this purpose, but eligibility is not automatic and you will need to meet all program requirements, including income eligibility, in order to receive this assistance. 

The federal funds paid to your landlord on your behalf can only be used for rental assistance.  If your landlord accepts payment for you under this transitional program, your landlord must:

· Provide you housing services for up to six months, until you vacate the unit or no longer qualify to participate in the transitional program;

· Promptly report to your local PHA when you vacate the unit, begin receiving a non-DHAP rental subsidy or are not participating in the program, 

· Return any subsidy for any month following the month that you vacated the unit or are not participating in the program, and

· Return any subsidy for any month that you also receive other Federal or state housing assistance for rent. 

We have enclosed a copy of the letter that was provided to your landlord to explain the transitional rental assistance that will be provided on your behalf.  If you have any questions about this program, your rental assistance payments or the Housing Choice Voucher program, please contact us.  We look forward to providing you with rental assistance that supports your effort to transition off of the DHAP-Katrina.
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