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Summary of Project Activities

Characteristics of the selected study area: This project proposes to study housing of
immigrant families who live in Commerce City, an urbanized and industrial area located in Adams
County, just north of Denver, Colorado. The community of Commerce City is largely Hispanic,
accounting for 53% of its population, compared to 28% Hispanic population in Adams County, and
17% 1in the Colorado. Many residents (38%) speak a language other than English at home. Nearly
one-fifth (19%) of the residents in Commerce City are foreign-born, compared to 12.5% in Adams
County. Of foreign-born residents in Commerce City, 79% are not citizens of the United States,
with 40 percent having arrived within the past five years. Moreover, immigrant families in
Commerce City meet HUD’s definition for a very low-income population. 19% of the population
lives below the poverty level, compared to 8.8% for Adams County and 9.2% for Colorado. 23% of
Hispanic families in Commerce City live below the poverty level, compared to 16% in Adams
County; children under 18 years account for 42% of that population.

Scope and magnitude of the work: This technical study will assess housing-related health
risks affecting recent immigrant families with children through home inspections, environmental
and biological sampling, and family interviews. The goal of the study is to evaluate a range of
hazards including allergens, combustion products of heating and cooking appliances, lead exposure,
and fire and safety risks in the home. We will address these hazards to prevent childhood injuries,
poisonings, and exacerbations of asthma, allergic rhinitis, and dermatitis. During the project, we
will carry out our assessments, disseminate information to families, provide modest home
interventions, and make referrals, based on identified health problems and housing hazards, to 250
immigrant families in Commerce City. A subsample of 100 families will receive comprehensive air
quality monitoring for allergens, PM*°, and carbon monoxide. These data will enable us to
determine the prevalence of health and housing hazards in this population, evaluate associations
between identifiable hazards, demographics, and health conditions, and establish indices for
identifying households at high risk. Through related project activities, we will also develop
linguistically- and culturally-relevant outreach and education strategies, and build community
capacity by the development of skills in leadership and environmental assessment as well as
knowledge about local environmental health and housing resources and risk management strategies
in the home. Project results will be disseminated within the community and through professional
meetings and publications.

How the work will be accomplished: Outreach staff will work with Salud Family Clinics,
local churches and other community organizations, and key resident informants to establish a
Healthy Housing Network (HHN) and to identify neighborhoods that meet our enrollment criteria.
We will work with the HHN to design, implement, and test linguistically- and culturally-relevant
outreach and education strategies, disseminate information about the project in targeted



neighborhoods, promote community involvement and high participation rates, and examine state
and local policy environment and political forces that impact immigrant communities. In the target
area, we will inventory housing and profile the socioeconomic and environmental characteristics of
target neighborhoods to develop a geographic information system. Through door-to-door
canvassing, a random sample of homes within target neighborhoods will be screened for eligibility;
250 homes within target neighborhoods will be enrolled in the evaluation study. Field staff will
interview enrolled families to identify signs and symptoms of asthma, rhinitis, and dermatitis and
history of injuries in their children, and assess environmental and safety hazards in the home. Home
inspections to identify environmental and injury hazards will be carried out by the field assistants.
Environmental sampling, and biological sampling for lead exposure among children aged under 6,
will be performed. Household level data will be incorporated into the GIS. Based on the results of
the interview and home inspection, we will distribute during the visit educational materials based on
the needs of the family and their current situation. Risk management will include reporting
abnormal results to the family, referring children identified with health problems or lead exposure to
Salud Clinic or their own provider for evaluation and follow-up, making referrals for housing
interventions as indicated by inspection and sampling, distributing low-cost hazard reduction kits,
and performing minor repairs when appropriate. Follow-up surveys of a sample of enrolled homes
will evaluate the success of the risk management strategies.

Significance of the project to achieving HUD’s stated goals and objectives: This study
will address HUD’s stated goals and objectives related to 1) improving our nation’s communities
(focus on distressed communities); 2) providing full and equal access to grassroots faith-based
organizations in HUD program implementation; 3) participation of minority-serving institutions in
HUD programs; and 4) removal of barriers to affordable housing. We will conduct our study in
Commerce City, an industrial urban area north of Denver that has low per capita income, higher
concentration of population living below the federal poverty level, and linguistic isolation. We will
work to improve this economically distressed community and promote removal of affordable
housing barriers through increased public awareness of fair housing laws, technical assistance to our
partners and constituents, and strengthened local capacity to address the housing needs of the urban
poor. We will promote participation of faith-based and other community-based organizations
through our Healthy Housing Network and culturally-appropriate outreach and education strategies.
These different strategies will be developed to ensure the translation and sustainability of our
research findings.

Partner Organizations:

University of Colorado at Boulder
Shelly Miller, PhD

Mechanical Engineering

427 UCB

University of Colorado

Boulder, CO 80309-0427
303-492-0587

Northeast Denver Housing Center
Katie Sullivan

1735 Gaylord Street

Denver, CO 80206

303-377-3334 ext. 233

Salud Family Health Clinic
Ed Hendrikson, PhD

1115 Second St.

Fort Lupton, CO 80621
303-892-0004

Groundwork Denver, Inc.
Wendy Hawthorne

2120 W. 33" Avenue
Denver, CO 80211
303-455-5600

Tri-County Health Department
Michelle R. Kinshella



Commerce City Community Enterprise 7000 East Belleview, Suite #301

Cristie Jophlin Greenwood Village, CO 80111-1628
7290 Magnolia Street 303-846-6229

Commerce City, CO 80022

303-288-4783 City of Commerce City

Jaime di Paulo

5291 East 60th Avenue
Commerce City, Colorado 80022
303-227-8775

Product Outcomes/Outputs:

Outcome goals of the Study of Immigrant Housing Conditions will include:

e Estimate the prevalence and mean values for variables related to housing hazards and health
conditions in an Hispanic immigrant population

Model the relationship between these housing and health variables

Construct housing risk and acculturation indexes

Refer at-risk children for risk management

Among participating families, demonstrate knowledge and implementation of hazard
reduction strategies at follow-up
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