

Housing Resources and Tips for CDC State-Based Tobacco Control Programs

1. http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts - how to find public housing authorities in your state; to find out location, and contact them for the number of units and number of tenants.  CDC’s state tobacco control grant requires grantees to monitor the percentage of this type of affordable housing (public housing agencies) with 100% smoke-free policies and report annually.  Grantees will need to know the number of units and residents if they plan to survey residents for exposure to secondhand smoke.
2. http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/systems/pic/50058/rcr  - to learn who lives in public housing.  This site is called the “Resident Characteristics Report.”
3. http://www.hud.gov/apps/section8/index.cfm - how to find an affordable/subsidized privately-owned apartment (not public housing)
4. The two types of affordable housing listed above DO NOT include vouchers given to families to find privately-owned apartments.  This is a separate type of housing assistance and is referred to tenant-based rental assistance, or the Housing Choice Voucher Program (Section 8 vouchers).
5. If possible, target literature and cessation assistance to housing providers.
6. Reassure housing providers that the focus is not on the smoker, but reducing exposure to secondhand smoke in apartments (units).
7. For best practices in housing, see HUD’s 2014  Action Guide, “Change is in the Air: An Action Guide for Establishing Smoke-Free Public Housing and Multifamily Properties,” available under the “In Focus” section at:  http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/healthy_homes
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