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COMMENTS:

This guidance is being issued to assist grantees in determining the appropriate steps to
take when addressing lead dust hazards in carpeting and other similar surfaces, and the
documentation requirements for such activities when seeking reimbursement with OHHLHC
grant funds. Grantees of the Lead-based Paint Hazard Control (LHC) and Lead Hazard
Reduction Demonstration (LHRD) grant programs are required to address all lead-based paint
hazards identified by lead inspection and risk assessment. In some instances, such as carpeting,
steps that may be taken to control lead dust hazards are wide-ranging in terms of expense and
scope. Healthy Homes Production grantees are encouraged to address the most severe and
immediate hazards identified, which is often lead-based paint hazards.

The identification of lead-based paint hazards (including lead dust hazards) is only
possible following a complete lead inspection and risk assessment (LI-RA). The Guidelines for
the Evaluation and Control of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing outline the process for
collecting dust and soil samples, and are required as part of every LI-RA completed for
OHHLHC grants.

Costs for treatment options vary considerably from one locale to the next and are subject
to market conditions, making it difficult to provide estimates. However, the risk assessor should,
at a minimum, indicate the order in which acceptable hazard control options for a given hazard
fall in terms of relative initial cost. In addition to cost, the risk assessor should identify the
feasibility of particular treatments, taking into account whether they are unlikely to be effective
or are suitable to eliminate the hazards. In all circumstances, the responsibility rests with the
grant program when determining the appropriate treatment plan. However, because federal
funds are being used, you must clearly document the rationale behind your decisions and
supporting scope of work that is procured for each unit.

In order to document that carpet removal is required to remediate lead dust hazards, the
following procedure must be followed and contained in the file for that unit:
 Grant funds may not be used to replace worn carpeting for that reason alone.
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 The carpet under consideration must be documented as a lead dust hazard by means of a
dust wipe sample collected by the risk assessor following HUD Guidelines for each
room that the carpet is to be removed and/or replaced. The number of dust samples
required to meet this requirement may exceed the minimum dust sample number and/or
may not be a child occupied/play area room of the unit.

 Removal and/or replacement of the carpet, if required to control lead hazards, must
be identified in the risk assessment report as a recommended treatment.

 Removal of the carpet may be considered after cleaning the carpet according to the
Guidelines has failed to control the dust hazards or would not be feasible due to the
condition of the carpeting. Carpet removal must be identified as a contingency in the scope
of work should cleaning following the methods outlined in the Guidelines not achieve dust
clearance and cost estimates must be clearly enumerated.

 When required to replace carpeting, you must choose the most cost-effective
product/material and only replace the least area necessary to ensure lead hazards are not
present. Documentation is required for all action taken, such as photos, along with cost
comparison estimates of the various treatment options. At a minimum, the risk assessment
must clearly indicate the condition of the carpeting and recommended treatment options.

 For area rugs, or those carpet-like surfaces that are not permanently affixed to the
floor, you may only remove the rugs but you may not replace them with new rugs.

 Existing carpeting may not be replaced with new carpeting except to eliminate the hazards
and only in instances when the subfloor is not suitable as a finished floor surface or the
condition of the subfloor would be more costly to make lead safe than replacing the
existing carpet with new carpet.

We must at all times be concerned with controlling unnecessary costs associated with lead
hazard reduction, because lead funds are limited. Choosing to expend funds on one unit may
prevent lead hazard control in a home where a lead poisoned child is in urgent need of safe
housing. Should you have further comments or questions on this policy guidance, please contact
your GTR for assistance.


