
 

 

PRISONS AND JAILS 

Overview of the fire problem in prisons and jails, including trend tables, causes, time of day, day of 

week, month of year and area of origin. A collection of previously published incident descriptions are 
included.  

Introduction 
NFPA estimates that an average of 590 structure fires in prisons and jails per year were reported to 
U.S. fire departments during 2003-2007. These fires caused an estimated average of 37 civilian 
injuries and $2.0 million in direct property damage per year. There were no reported civilian deaths in 

these facilities. One of every four fires in these properties was intentionally set, which was the leading 
cause of civilian fire injuries and direct property damage. 

 

 

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/Prisonsfactsheet.pdf

