World Urban Forum Podcast 1 (Introduction), March 15, 2010
Hi, this is Letha Strothers and welcome to HUD News Round-up. Today we’re bringing you a brief look at next week’s World Urban Forum in Rio de Janiero.
This podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Find out more about this topic and other topics that affect your home and community at www.hud.gov.
Next week HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan will head the U.S. Delegation to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil for the World Urban Forum.
The World Urban Forum is a biennial conference that draws 10,000 to 15,000 participants, ranging from government officials to students for formal and informal discussion on urban issues. This year’s theme is “The Right to the City: Bridging the Urban Divide.”
Secretary Donovan will address the Forum on the opening day. 
The first World Urban Forum, established by the United Nations, was held in Nairobi in 2002 and is the event is now considered the world’s premiere international conference on urban issues. The forum has focused on common challenges faced by the world today: rapid urbanization, the need for safe and secure housing, and environmentally-friendly, sustainable urban growth and development. 
The U.S. Delegation for the Forum consists of representatives from HUD, the State Department, Department of Agriculture, U.S. Agency for International Development, and the White House Office of Urban Affairs. 
 Members of the US delegation will be hosting webchats from Rio. A full list can be found at www.hud.gov/wuf and follow us on twitter using hash tag WUFV.
This is Letha Strothers. The HUD News Round-up podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. To find out more about HUD’s participation at the World Urban Forum visit www.hud.gov/wuf.. To find out more about topics that effect your home and community visit www.hud.gov.
You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook and check out our videos on YouTube.
