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| mplementation Progress Report for the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development’s 2012 — 2015 Environmental Justice Strategy

Message from the Secretary

Decades of disinvestment in many low-income and minority communities, which has been
agyegated by therecession and housing crisis, have led toa disproportionateimpact onthe
hedth and environment of those residents. Not only have these communities watched as nearly
two decades of economic gains wererolled back in a matter of months, but they have been
become increasingy and uniquely vulnerable to pollution, unsafe drinking water and other
environmenta and public hedth hazards.

The Obama Administration believes that al communities deserve the same degree of protection,
equa access tothe Federa decision-making process, and a healthy environment where they can
live, learn, and work.

Thisprogress report for the2012-2015 Environmental Justice Strateqy (EJ Strategy),
demonstratesthat HUD is continuing to build on prior success — particularly in aress like
preventing childhood lead poisoning, where we ve reduced the number of children withlead
poisoning by 75 percent over thelast decade. But theworkis not finished. Given that these
hazards are most prominent in older housing where many low-income communities live, HUD’s
continued engagement on thisissueis essential.

| am proudto say that our Office of Hedthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control has been working
toimprove conditions associated with awide range of hedth issues, including unintentiona
injuries, respiratory illnesses like asthmaand radon-induced lung cancer, lead poisoning, result
in lost school daysfor children, as well as lost work productivity.

In addition, through our Choice Neighborhoods initiative and thesustainability grants we
awarded to communities in 2010 and 2011, HUD is helping tolay thefoundation for hedthy,
inclusive, and more sustainable communities — creating wakable neighborhoods with sidewalks,
preserving and protecting parksand other open spaces, and helping metro regons reduce traffic
congestion and commute times by developing comprehensive transportation and housing plans
that bolster economic growth.
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All this work reflects a core bdief: that when you choose ahome, you choose a community,
including how hedthy and safe that community is. With President Obama's leadership and this
Environmenta Justice strategy, HUD is committing to working together withfedera, state, and

loca partnerstoensure that every neighborhood is vibrant, safe, and providesahedthy future
for our children.

Shaun Donovan



Overview

With the publicationof its2012-2015 Environmental Jugtice Strateqy (EJSrategy)in April 2012, the
Department of Housngand Urban Development (HUD) took an important stepin addressing
disproportionate health and environmental impactsfaced by minority,low-income, andtribal populations
Thedrategy outlinedkey actionsthe Department wouldtaketo furtherintegrateenvironmental justice
intoitsmisson andtargetsboth agency-wide and program-specific efforts. ThisImplementaion Progress
Report outlinesthe headway HUD hasmadein thiswork.

Thenext pagescover progressmade at the agency-widelevel, includingclarifyingactionsfor
incorporatingenvironmentd justicein environmental review processesthrough HUD staff andgrantee
training, aswell as guidance; continuedwork to refine housingplanning processesrelatedto affirmativdy
furtheringfair housing, andinitial stepstaken toencourage environmental justice considerationsin
discretionary fundingopportunities.

Thisreport also includeskey achievementsat the program level, includingregional andcommunity
planningthrough thefurther development of Fair Housngand Equity Assessments(FHEA) by
Sugtainable CommunitiesRegional Planning grantees; continued effort tointegrate environmental justice
consderationssuch asreducing toxic exposurein projectsreceivingHUD assistance, ensuringthe
application of siteand neighborhood standards, and affirmatively furtheringfair housingby preventing
adversehealth andenvironmental effectson personswith respect to race, national origin, anddisahility,
into sustainable communitieswork; andthe announcement of $108.9million totransform distressed
communitiesin San Antonio, Cincinnati, T ampa, and Seattlethrough the Choice Neighborhoods
Initiative. HUD continuesitslong-successful work to combat childhoodlead poisoning, pursuing more
efficient and effectivewaysto promote healthy housing, through coordinated home interventionsacross
housng, health, andenergy programsandthe provison of informationabout healthy housingto
communitiesviaaone-stop, comprehensvewebportal. In 2012, HUD also strovetodeliver more
relevant datadirectly tocommunities, launching http://egis.hud.gov, aset of mappingtoolsthat can be
used to learn more about demographicsand assetsin American communities, including housing supply,
employment information by sector, flood plain boundaries, and much more. Finally, HUD continuedto
support tribal communitiesthrough investmentsin the Indian Housing Block Grant and Indian
Community Development Block Grant programs.

T hecomplicatedissuesfacing environmental justice communitiesare by natureinterdisciplinary and
frequently require HUD to reach acrossfederal agency sloesto effectively addressthem. T hisis
accomplishedthrough HUD’ sparticipationin the Partnership for Sustainable Communities T eam-
Environmental Justice (EJ) workinggroup, the I nteragency Working Group on Environmental Justice, the
Healthy HomesWorking Group, I nteragency Tribal | ssuesWorking Group, and other cross-agency
collaborations.

With lessthan oneyear of implementation progressunder HUD' sbelt, much work remainsto bedone
and the Department will continueto incorporate environmental justiceinto ismission of creatingstrong,
sugtainable, inclusve communitiesand quality affordable homesfor all. HUD continuesto believethat



where onelivesshould not limit one’ saspirations, andthat everyone shouldhave accessto ahealthy and
sustainable community in which to live, work, andplay.

Development of HUD’ s Environmental Justice Strategy

Using input gatheredat national andregional liseningsessonshosted by the Interagency Working Group
on Environmental Justice, HUD draftedthe 2012-2015 Environmental Justice Srategy, postingadraft on
Sptember 30, 2011 andrequesting public comment. T he public comment period on the draft strategy
closed on November 23, 2011, after HUD extendedthe deadlinefrom theoriginal November 14, 2011
date. HUD receivedrelevant input fromatotal of 36 commentersrepresentingawide variety of
stakeholders, some of whom submitted multiple comments, in responseto the draft strategy. Comments
were submittedby privatecitizens, local, regional, and state agencies, andadvocacy groups. T he
commentswereon awide variety of issuesfrom many different sectionsof thedraft strategy. On April
10, 2012, HUD pogteditsfinal EJSrategy on itspublic website, along with responsesto public
comments. Questionsregardingthe EJSrategy can bedirectedto EJ3rategy @hud.gov.

Community Engagement Activitiesand Results/| mpacts

HUD participatedin many of the 17 community dialogue sessonsthat theInteragency Working Group on
Environmental Justice (EJIWG) conducted acrossthe country between February 2011 and July 2012, as
part of itseffort to ensurethat communitieshadavoicein helpingto providedirectionto federal agencies
workingto address environmental, humanhealthand economic concerns. Thesessonsheldwere
representative of the country in geographic, racial, ethnic, andcultural diversty. Many communities
voicedfrustration regardingnot knowingabout availableresources. The EJW Gresponded by creating
two documents, the EJFederal I nteragency Directory, andtheCommunity-Based Federal EJ Guide, to
which HUD was a contributor. Theseresourcesareavailableboth through theEJWGandHUD' s
website. As mentionedearlier, community input fromthese sessonswasincorporatedinto HUD’ sgJ
Srategy.

| mplementation Progress.

HUD’s2012 EJSrategy isdivided into three sections: Statutes, Regulations, and Practicesthat Advance
Environmental Justice Agency-Wide, HUD Program Office Effortsthat Advance Environmental Justice,
and I nteragency Collaborations. T he below sectionsmirror thisorganizationandoutline the specific
progressHUD hasmade in each area. Wherethereisno additional information toreport at thistime, an
updatewas not includedin thisprogressreport.

Statutes, Regulations, and Practicesthat Advance Environmental Justice Agency-Wide
Al. Integrating Environmental JusticeintoDiscretionary Funding Opportunities

Al.1 InFY2012and2013, the Office of Sustainable Housngand Communitiesandthe Office of
Genera Counsel — Fair Housing Divison committedto work with the GrantsManagement and Oversight




Divison within HUD’ sOffice of Srategic Planningand Management andrelevant programofficesto
identify waysto further integrate environmental justiceintodiscretionary funding opportunities. Asan
initial step, beginningwith Fiscal Year 2013, the Noticeof HUD’ sFiscal Year (FY) 2013 Notice of
Funding Availability (NOFA) Policy Requirementsand General Sectionto HUD’ sFY2013 NOFAsfor
Discretionary Programs(HUD General Section) includesenvironmental justiceasoneof thecriteriathat
discretionary programsmay takeintoaccountin evaluating applications:

(4) Environmental Justice. In evaluatingapplicationsHUD may takeinto account considerations
for environmental justice. Under Executive Order 12898, each Federal agency isdirectedto
identify and address disproportionady high and adverse human health or environmental effects
of itsprograms, policies, andactivitieson minority populationsandlow-income populations.
(See http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents’huddoc?d=201 3nofagensec. pdf Page 43)

A2. EnsuringQuality of Place
A2.1 (See Interagency Collaboration section)

A3. Clarifying Environmental Justicein Environmental Review Requirements

A3.1/3.3 HUD’ sOffice of Environment and Energy (OEE) committedto reviewandevaluate sandardsin
HUD’ sregulationsin 24 CFR part 51 (Part 51) and EJpolicy documentsandtoinitiaeresearch onthe
effectivenessof existingenvironmental noise standards.

In 2012, variousaspectsof theenvironmental noise and acceptable separationdistancecriteriain Part 51
sandardswere evaluated by ateam of consultants. T heresearch lookedat theregulationsin the context
of potential conflictsbetween regulatory compliance and desirable development and suggested
improvementsandwaysin which such conflictsmight beavoided. For example, thenoiseregulationwas
consderedin the context of transit-oriented development (adesirable development patternto reducethe
trangportation portion of housngcoss) to findwaysto improvetransportationoptionswithout subjecting
communitiesto excessivenoise. Thisisan areainwhich policiesof separation andavoidance do not
servecommunitieswell, yet public health, safety, andfinancial concernshadto be adequat ely addressed.
T hegtudiescompiled applicable academic research andindustry standardsand practicesfor usein future
guidance.

A3.2 InFY2012and2013, HUD committedto developanddeliver special trainingmaterialsfor HUD
and grantee staff on environmental justice.

In 2012, OEE developedanddeliveredawebinar for HUD granteesand staff on howevaluate projectsfor
environmentd jugtice. Thewebinar explainedthe EJassessment processin detail, giving definitionsof
key termsandusing five case sudiesto discuss theseprinciples. A HUD-specific measure of poverty
was identifiedthat isconsstent with programmatic methodsto determineincome-eligibility.

Over 400 staff, grantees, and consultantsparticipatedin theinitial presentation. Thewebinar hassince
been made available to otherfederal agenciesthrough theMAX.GOV portal. T he presentation dides
havebeen sharedwith staff of the Department of Energy (DOE) andthe Environmental Protection
Agency(EPA).



Thewebinar isthelatest addition to the materialsOEE staff acrossthe country hasusedto teach
awareness of environmental justice. OEE fieldstaff train approximately 1000 granteesand HUD g af f
eachyear. Environmentd justice hasbeen apart of that trainingsincethefirst departmental strategy
highlighteditsimportance

T hiswebinar demy<tifiestheenvironmental justice assessment process. It promotesapositive message
by highlightingprojectsthat wereimprovedby consderationof environmental justice. It showsthat
complianceisnot onerouswhen consideredas part of project planning. Thislast point reinforcesa
central themeof all OEE training: that environmental review shouldbe doneearly aspart of project
planningto informproponentsof the challengesof aparticular steandto allowlow- or no-cost
mitigation. T hisincorporatesenvironmental justiceinto howHUD doesbusiness.

An archiveof thewebinar can be found at : https.//www.onecpd.info/resource/2061/environmental -
justice-at-hud-why-what -and-how-webinar/

A3.4 InFY2012and2013, the Office of Housngcommittedto reemphasizeitsenvironmental review
responsihilitiesunder Executive Order 12898 forall of itsproject proposalsasit hasdonein FY 2011 for
itsOfficeof Multifamily HousingInsured project proposals.

Revisonshave been made to Chapter 9 of the Multifamily Accelerated Processng (MAP) Guidethat
clarify therequirementsof Environmental Justicereviews. HUD gtaff must complete an Environmental
Justice reviewfor each application for Federal Housng Administration (FHA) multifamily mortgage
insurance beforeHUD commitsto insuringaproject. Therevisonswill aid HUD st aff in completingther
review, and raise awareness of federal Environmental Justicereviewrequirementsamonglendersand
borrowers, asthese partiesregularly useand referencethe MAP Guide.

See Section 9.5.M of the MAP Guide;
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents’huddoc? d=4430GH SGG-bm. pdf

A4. Promotingfairness, equity and non-discrimination, and equal opportunity

A4.1 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing: HUD continuesto work on refiningitsfair housing
planning requirementsto help granteesimproveaccessto opportunity, createinclusve communities, and
foster truehousingchoicefor al. Asstatedin the Departmentd EJSrategy, theserevisonsare consstent
with the Department’ sstrategic goal of achievinginclusve communitiesfreefromdiscrimination. Atthe
heart of thisupdated approachisamorefocusedincorporationof fair housingprinciplesanddatain
HUD’ s planningrequirementsandpolicies. T hisnew, more proactive approach will rely moreontailored
guidance to localities, includingHUD’ s provision of relevant dataand guidanceto inform localitieshow
they may effectively conduct analysesof impedimentsto fair housing choice.

HUD Program Office Effortsthat Advance Environmental Justice
P1. BuildIndusive and Sustai nableCommunities Free From Discrimination

Officeof SustainableHousng and Communities(OSHC)



P1.2 Aspart of the Sustainable CommunitiesRegional Planning Grant program, all granteesmust
completeaRegional Fair Housng and Equity Assessment (FHEA) exercise.

Between the FY 2010 and FY 2011 Sustainable CommunitiesRegional Planninggrantees, 75 regions
acrosstheU.S will be conductingaFHEA. T he FHEA includes thefollowing assessment components:
Sgregated Areasand Areasof IncreasngDiversity and/or Racial/Ethnic I ntegration
Racially/Ethnically Concentrated Areasof Poverty

Accessto Exigting Areasof High Opportunity

Major Public Investments

Fair Housing I ssues, Services, andActivities

aprwbdE

Granteesareasked to focustheir analysisat regional scale acrossthese components, comparingwithin
and acrossjurisdictionsto gain afull pictureof regional equity andaccessto opportunity.

Thisprogressissignificant to HUD’ svision of achievingenvironmental justice becauseit requires
granteesto examinetheir region’sgeography for areasof opportunity, determine howthose areasalign or
do not alignwith racially/ethnicdly concentrated areasof poverty,andusethisinformation to guide
decison-makingrelatedto futureinvestments. In particular, the FY 2011 iterationof thiswork includes
datafor analysison health hazardsexposure, jobaccess, andtrandt, in addition tothree other categories.
T hisdatacan be used to identify areasof the region where concentrationsof racial/ethnic groupsare
disproportionately exposedto healthhazardsor lack equitable accessto jobs andtranst.

Moreinformation ontheFHEA can befoundon HUD’ swebsite at:
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD%rc=/program officessustainable housng communitiesregional f
arhsg equityasseamt

P1.3 HUD’sOfficeof Sustainable Housing and Communities(OSHC) committedto reviewitsNotices
of Funding Availability (NOFAS) to further integrateenvironmental justice principlesintoitsSustainable
Communitiesfundingin each funding year. Whilethe programsdid not receive FY 2012 appropriations,
theofficehascontinuedto work to integrate sustainable communitiesand environmental justicein its
existingwork, including provision of technical assstanceto granteesthrough the Sustainable
CommunitiesCapacity Building Program, particularly in the category of Advancing Social Equityin
Planning, Participation, and Decision-makingandthe establishment of a Sustainable Communities

L earningNetwork.

Inaddition, OSHC hassought the expertise of the Environmental Protection Agency’ sOffice of
Environmental Justice staff to provide additional resourcesto HUD Sustainable Communities|nitiative
grantees. Further, HUD’ sOffice of Housingand OEE st aff participatedin apanel discusson at the Office
OSHC granteeconveningheldin December 2012 at the Department of T rangportation (DOT) focusedin
part on theenvironmental justice concernsandreviewresponshilitiesthat semfromurban infill
development. Raisngawarenessof environmental justicerespongbilitiesearly on in the project planning
processamongall of the playersinvolvedwill help ensure compliancewith the requirementsof
environmentd justicereviewand promote better planning.



P1.4 OSHC hascontinuedto coordinate HUD' sparticipationin the | nteragency Working Group on
Environmental Justice, including participatingin stakeholder listening sessions, coordinatingthe HUD
internal workinggroup on environmentd justice, andidentifyingopportunitiesfor interagency
collaboration.

Officeof Publicand Indian Housing— Public Housinglnvestments
P1.5 TheChoiceNeighborhoodsprogram committedto continueto encourage applicantstoconsder

theenvironment, energy efficiency, andsustainability in their Transformation Plans.

T he Choice NeighborhoodslI nitiative (CNI) isHUD’ ssuccessor to the HOPE VI program. CNI
implementationgrantshelp transform severely distressed public housing or HUD-assisted private housing
developmentsthrough rehabilitation, demolition, and new congtruction. Applicantspreparea
comprehensive planto addressother aspectsof neighborhood distresssuch as violent crime, failing
schoolsand capital disnvestment. Fundscan address supportive servicesandimprovementsto the
surrounding community, such ascommunity facilitiesor solutionsto vacart, blighted properties.

Unlike HOPE VI, CNI projectsmud replace asssted unitson aone-for-onebass, although HUD may
make exceptions.

T o date, Choice Neighborhoodshasawarded 47 planning grantsand nineimplementation grants,
including the four newest implementation grants, awardedin December 2012. T hesefour grants,
involvingacombined $108.9 millionto transformdistressed communities, were awarded to:

e Cincinnati, Ohio for $29,500,000 leveraged by $45,000,000 in state, local, and community funds

e San Antonio, T exasfor $29,750,000leveraged by $63,000,000in state,local, and community
funds

o Seattle, Washington for$19,730,000 leveraged by $207,000,000in state, local, and community
funds

e Tampa, Floridafor $30,000,000leveragedby $78,000,000in state, local, and community funds

Choice Neighborhoodsuses thecriteriawithin the NOFASgrant competitionsandin the subsequent
monitoringof andtechnical assstance providedto granteestoadvanceitscommitmentsfromthe 2012-
2015 EJSrategy. Fiscal Year 2011 andFY 2012 planning grantees pursue L eadership in Energy and
Environmental Design for Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND) certification for all or aportionof
their neighborhood Transformation Plan. I mplementationapplicantsare given pointsin therating proces
if their proposed developmentsfulfill requirementsof recognized green rating programs, including
Enterprise Green Communities, the National Green Building Sandards, LEED-ND, LEED for homes(for
single family developments), LEED New Construction (for multifamily developments); or locally
preferredratingsystemssuch asEarthcraft, Built Green, Green Point for Rated Homes, or Earth
Advantage.

T hecontinued progressof CNI granteesfrom planningto implementation issignificant toHUD’ svison
of achievingenvironmental justice acrossthe country. In addition, tenant involvement and neighborhood
participationisrequired before applicationsare submitted and duringthe subsequent revitalization



process. Additionally, CNI encouragescollaboration between HUD andthe Departmentsof Education,
Justice, Treasury, andHealth and Human Servicesto support local solutionsfor sustainable, mixed-
income neighborhoodswith affordable housing, saf e streetsand good schoolsfor all familiesin need. For
moreon CNI, vist:
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUS?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/ph/cn

P2. Promote Healthy Homes Free of Environmental and Health Hazards

Officeof Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Contro (OHHLHC)

P2.1 Sife and Healthy Homeslnvestment Partnerships(SHHIP): HUD committedto createa
certificationfor communitiestha coordinate homeinterventionsacrosshousing, health, and energy
programs.

The OHHLHChascompletedtheinternal and external development processfor the HHI P certification
and is currently goingthrough thePaperwork Reduction Act proceduresrequiredfor the certification
process. Thedevelopment processincludedthe publication of anoticein the Federal Register requesting
commentsandfeedback on the SHHIP concept, takingin commentsand developingresponses. In
preparationfor the SHHIP certification processOHHLHC hasalready begun encouragingthe
development of coalitionsengagedin comprehensveinterventionsthrough the FY 2013 NOFA language
and scoring.

Inaddition to program development effortsOHHL HC engaged national andregional audiencesin
promotingthe SHHI P certificationconcept in eight different venues, includingthe national conference of
Lead andHealthy Homes Grantees, the Green andHealthy Homes| nitiative annual traning conference
and several statewide healthy homesconferences. Thesenational andregional outreach effortsfocused
heavily on programsrepresenting environmental justice communities.

It isanticipatedthat thefirst SHHIP certificationroundwill take placein the secondor third quarter of
FY2013.

Thisprogressissgnificant to HUD’ svison of achievingenvironmental justice because one of thekey
determinantsof healthfor children andfamiliesin EJcommunitiesisthe environment wherethey live.
Sudies by HUD and othersindicatethat aresident’ szip codeisoften amore accuratemarker of health
than genetics. Encouragingthe coordination of homeinterventionsacrosshealth, housngand
environment will leadto better service delivery for EJresidents, improvedhealth outcomesand ultimatdy
program andhealth cost savings.

P2.2 TheOHHLHCcommittedto continueto support apublic-private partnership known asthe Green
and Healthy Homesl nitiative (GHHI) pilot. T hispilot performshealthy andgreen retrofitsof low-income
housing unitsby bringing together federal, state, andlocal government, and philanthropic funding
streams.
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T hrough FY 2012 partidpatingjurisdictionsin the Green and Healthy Homes| nitiative have performed
heathy andgreen retrofitson 1,925 unitsof housingin 15 cities. Thisbringsthetotal number of GHHI
unitscreatedin thepilot phaseto3,170. Each of thecitiesin thisHUD supported pilot program have
committedtocoordinating housinginterventionsthrough the execution of inter-program compactsand
adoption of common assessment toaols.

T he GHHI unit production activity isheavily focused on environmental justice communities. Thetop six
performing GHHI sitesare Baltimore, Maryland; Cleveland, Ohio; Flint, Michigan; Denver, Colorado;
New Haven, Connecticut; and Chicago, Illinois.

Inaddition to unit production,theGHHI hasbeen actively coordinatingtraining of workersin multiple
dgtes. Thistraining, fundedin largepart by agrant to the GHHI by the Open Society Initiative has
focused on building skillsin multiple housngand energy efficiency disciplinesamongex-offendersand
low wage or unemployedworkers.

TheGHHI pilot iscurrently the subject of an independent reviewfundedby OHHLHC that will, among
other elements, examinetheGHHI’ simpact on servicedelivery systemsfor housing. Thereviewwill
examinehowwell GHHI egtablishescrossprogram coordinationandtheimpad that thishason the
environmentd justice communitiesserved.

T hisprogressissignificant to HUD’ svision of achievingenvironmental justice because pilotingand
subsequently studying the effectivenessof coordinated housinginterventionsiscritical topromotionof a
better model of servicedelivery, particularly in EJcommunities. T he project nowhassufficient scaleto
provideuseful dataacrossseveral different modelsof implementation.

P2.3 Toprovidetechnical assstanceforgranteesandanew opportunity for effective advocacy,
OHHLHC committedto spearheadingthe development of an interagency website, which will contain
substantial content on lead andlead poisoning prevention.

Due to themoratorium on new* .gov” websites, thisproject hasbeen reconfigured. HUD will now lead
theeffort inimplementinganewstrategy to launch andmaintainthewebsite. Thedomain will change
from healthyhomes.gov to healthyhomes.hud.gov. Despitethissetback the project continuedto progress
throughout FY 2012with the development of content for thewebsite.

Thesdte' sdevelopment will be based on usahility research. It isdesigned to expand consumers
knowledge on the potential impact of the homeenvironment, especially thenat ure and extent of health
hazardsin housngstock. T hetarget audiencewill be low and moderateincome consumerswith an
emphasison health issuesin EJ communities.

T hisprogressissignificant to HUD’ svision of achievingenvironmental justice. T he provisonof accurae
and understandableinformation regarding environmental issuesin the homeimpactinghealthwill be a
tremendousasset to resdentsin environmental justicecommunities. Currently thereisno ‘onestop’
internet stewhereall appropriate federal agenciescollaborateto provide consumersinformationacross
energy, environment, healthand housing.
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P2.4 OHHLHC Programscommittedto continueto provide statesandlocal communitiesgrantsto
make housngimprovementsthat will yield positive healthoutcomesfor individualsandfamilies.

In FY2012 OHHLHC continuedto provide statesandlocal communitieswith resourcesto combat lead
based paint andother hazardsin homes. T heofficequickly issuedthe FY 2012 Notice of Funding
Availahility, reviewedthe grant applicationsand completed new grant agreementswith 43 satesor local
communities.

Through FY 2012 OHHLHC existing granteescontrolledlead paint hazards, reduced allergensand
remediatedmoldin 12,143 units. T hegreat majority of thisactivity wasfocused on older, pre-1978
housing stock primarily locatedin inner city neighborhoods. OHHLHC grant programsare among
HUD' s preeminent programstha positively impact environmental justice.

T hisprogressissignificant to HUD’ svision of achievingenvironmental justice because direct reduction
of lead hazardsin thehomesor rental unitsof lowincomeresidentsisthesnglemos significant activity
that OHHLHC hasto protect familiesand children in EJcommunities. Sncethel eadHazard Control
program’ sinception over $1.7 billion dollarshasbeen funded to communitiesaroundthe country andthe
rateof elevatedbloodleadlevelsin children hasdeclined by morethan 70%.

Reducing childhoodlead poisoningin EJcommunitiesdirectly addressesamajor impediment to early
childhood education and hasproven longterm beneficial impactson these communities. Each dollar
invesedin lead paint hazard control hasbeen showntoresult inareturn of at least $17, andasmuch as
$221, reflectinganet savingsof $181 hillion to $269hillion (Gould, Environmental Health Perspectives
117:1162-1167(2009)).

P3. Use Data Toolsto Expand HUD and PublicKnowl edge about Environmental Justice
Officeof Policy Development and Resear ch (PD& R)

P3.1/3.2 PD& R committedto anumber of activitiesrelatedtodevelopingtoolsandresourcesto
assig indisaster planningandresponse, particularly geospatial mappingtods.

PD& Rhasplayeda key rolein the development of HUD’ sgeospatial capahilitiesover the past several
years. PD& R designed and developedHUD's Enterprise GIS(eGl S Platform, acommon geospatial
infrastructuretha issharedagency wide. T heeGl SPlatformsupportsanumber of HUD program
functionsandservesastheprimary sourcefor geospatial data, services, andapplicationsfor the
Department. The Platform currently supportsawide array of geospatial applications, rangingfrom
complex Gl Sanalytical capabilitieson the desktop to more nimbleweb-based solutionssuch as CPD
Maps, an integral part of HUD’ snew eCon Planning Quite. CPD Mapsallows usersto search, query, and
display informationthat helpsthemto better understand aff ordable housingand community development
needs. PD& Risalso providingexecutive oversight and management for the Enterprise Geospatial
Services Transformation I nitiative. Thisinitiativewill create aformal governance structurefor managing
HUD' s geospatial portfolio, establish ssandardsandoperationd protocolsfor the eGl SPlatform, analyze
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theagency’ sgeospatial requirements, identify gapsin the current geospatial portfolio, and support the
creation of future geospatial solutions.

Ultimately, these resourcesprovide communitieswith additional toolsthrough which they can learn about
demographic datafor specific geographical areas, aswell aswhat HUD-ass st ed assetsor specific
designations(for example, Revitdization Areas) may exist in their community. While many of thesetools
exigedprevioudy, HUD hastaken the additional sepof makingitsdataavailableviaweb servicesto
makeit easer for usersto accesstheinformation.

Disagter Planning:

As part of aHUD pilot on theuse of ArcGISOnline*, andin responseto Hurricane Sandy, HUD
developedthelinked (http://vwmw.huduser.org/mapsmap _sandy blockaroup.html) mapwhich shows
Hurricane Sandy damage by Census block group inthestatesof NewY ork, New Jersey, Connecticut, and
Rhodeldand. T hisisan exampleof thetypeof dataandinformation HUD hopesto beableto provideas
it continuesto develop itsgeospatial mapping systems. Thisinformation can beused by communities
affectedby disastersto assist in their planningof recovery efforts. HUD viewsthesetoolsasapart of its
broader effortsto achieve environmental justice asthey can be used, combinedwith other information, to
identify information about areaswherevulnerable populationsmay reside. Other mapsassociatedwith the
Hurricane Sandy recovery effortincludeamap of HUD interestsaffected by the Hurricane Sandy flood
surge: http://mwww.huduser.org/portal/mapsmap_sandy 2012.html

*ArcGIS Onlineisgeospatid software ddivered as a service, viathe web. Thereisnothing for theuser to set up or
instal. Theinfrastructure isprovided by ESRI inadoud computing environment. Users have the ability to cregte
and publish maps and applications on demand and then share them on blogs, web pages, and socid mediaoutlets
such as Facebook and Twitter.

P4. Supporting Tribal Self-Governanceandlmproving Living Environments
InFY 2012, 369 compliant I ndian Housing Planswere submitted, representing 550 tribes. Fundswere
reservedas follows:

Indian Housing Block Grant Program

Number of Amounts
Area Recipientsin Reserved in
FY2012 FY2012
Alaska, Anchorage 59 $99,147,916
Eastern/Woodlands, Chicago 57 $89,787,182
Northern Plains, Denver 33 $182,743,643
Northwest, Seattle 42 $56,654,376
Southern Plains, Oklahoma City 45 $98,346,038
Southwest, Phoenix 133 $126,660,236
Totals 369 $653,339,391
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InFY 2012, 76 awardswere made under thelndian Community Development Block Grant Program,
totaling $56,224,534.

Interagency Collaborations

|1. Partnershipfor Sustainable Communities—Team EJ

1.1  Team-EJcommittedto developanddeliver trainingfor environmental justice and sustainability
saff and granteesacrossthe Partnership on theintegration of sustainable communitiesand environmental
justicework.

On November 29, 2012 Team-EJjointly deliveredtraining viawebinar to environmental justice and
sustainable communitiesstaff from HUD, theEPA, andthe U.S Department of T rangportation. Theteam
is currently planningadditional follow-up trainingin 2013.

11.2 Team EJcommittedto identify andhighlight best practice projectsthat have used Federal
assgtanceto address environmental justice concernsusing sustainable communitiesapproachesand
sustainable communitiesprojectsthat havetargeted environmental justice communities.

On Monday, October 22, Team-EJco-presentedwith Mayor Bill Finch of Bridgeport, Connecticut on a
webinar on how thecity of Bridgeport isworkingto become" New England'sgreenest city." An EPA
Environmental Justice Showcase Community, Bridgeport wasfeaturedin the Partnership's2012
AccomplishmentsReport andarecent Partnership video.

Inaddition, membersof T eam-EJhave presented on theirwork in avariety of settings, includingthe
National Summit on the Sience of EliminatingHealth Disparitiesandthe National Environmental Justice
Conference.

2. Addressing Local EJ Concernsthat Affect Residentsof HUD-Assisted Housing
Recognizingthat environmental justiceissuesaffect residentsof HUD-assisted properties, but that HUD
may not havejurisdiction in the areaswhere problemsoriginate (for example, the sting of landfillsnear
exisingHUD-asssted properties),in FY 2011 and 2012, HUD committedtoinitiate work with the
EJWG at theHeadguarters, Regional, andField Officelevelsto identify interagency and
intergovernmental approachestoaddresstheseissues.

In 2012, when HUD hostedan EJWGmeeting, participantsdiscussed the challengesof potential toxic
exposure of resdentsof HUD-assisted propertiesthat doesnot originatefrom the property itself. A key
drategy emergingfromthediscussonistoraisetheawarenessof field s¢aff on environmental justice
issues that arefaced by their communities. T otha end, OSHC isworkingwith HUD'’ s Office of Field
Policy and Management (FPM) tobette engage HUD' sregional andlocal officesin HUD’ sEJwork. As
additional field andregional strategiesemergefrom the Interagency Working Group on Environmental
Justice, HUD will continueto supportthem andlendexperiencefromitswork with the Partnershipfor
SQustainable Communitiesregional network.
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Inaddition, OEE is an active participant in the committeeto createregional interagency working groups.
OEE invitesHUD field environmental saff to participatein meetingsof their regional counterpartsat
other agencies. The OEE seesthesefield-level groupsasameansto build capacity outside of
headquarters. T heregional interagency workinggroupswill create acommon understanding of how
environmentd justice shouldbe addressed. T hey will inform participating agenciesof HUD’ sconcerns
s0 that thosedifficult issuescan be avoided or at least resolvedmorequickly. A final component of the
capacity building isthecreation of asupport network that isattunedtolocal circumstancesandpolitical
grictures. Theregiond groupswill be a placefor HUD staff to work out ideasinformally so that fair,
workable solutionscan befound.

|3. Healthy Homesand Communities
1.3.1 HUD committedtowork with key agenciesto analyzethe effedivenessof current leadtesting
and abatement technology.

HUD iscurrently coordinatingwith the EPA inreviewingthe adequacy of the current federal paint-lead
and dust-lead ssandards. HUD hascompletedan initial review of the paint-lead ssandardandiscollecting
datatoinformthe EPA reviewof thedust-lead standards. Inthefourthquarter of FY2012, OHHLHC
issued a contract to collect the needed datafrom HUD' slead hazard contral grantees; the processwill be
completedin FY2013.

Theimpact of poor housngon thehealth of childrenisabasc environmental justiceissue. HUD and
EPA areworkingto ensurethat the nation utilizesthe most appropriately protective standardfor
determiningwhen hazards, such aslead content in dust, can adversely affect resident health.

T hisprogressissignificant to HUD’ svision of achievingenvironmental justice because moreaccurately
measuring theimpact of different lead hazard control techniquesallowsfor more cost effective methods
tobeutilized with equal or greater protection forchildren. More economical, but equally effective, lead
hazard control methodsequate directly to more unitsachievinglead safe status.

14. Tribal IssuesInteragency Working Group

HUD committedthrough itsparticipationin the Tribal 1ssues|nteragency workinggroup to executean
MOUwith IHS EPA, andUSDA to agreetowork cooperativey toimproveinteragency coordinationon
the planningfor andfundingof tribal infrastructure projects. Agency coordinationwill focus on:

e 141 Project planningandcompletionof theenvironmental review process(streamliningfor
projectsthat include multiple sourcesof federal funds);

e 14.2 Slectionandtimingof projectsto befunded, as appropriate (HUD fundedprojectsare
selectedand managed by the Tribesthemselves);

e 143 Funding of identified projects (jointly or by one agency).

By theendof FY 2012, partnerswereworkingon executingan updated Memorandum of Understanding
and expect compleion earlyin 2013.

Additional Work through theInteragency Working Group on Environmental Justice:
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Representativesfrom the Office of Sustainable Housingand Communitiesand Office of Environment and
Energy participatein theGoodsMovement and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Committees
of the EIWG, respectively. T heaccomplishmentsof theseworkinggroupsare asfollows:

Goods M ovement Commi ttee

Goods movement refersto thedistribution of freight (e.g., rawmaterials, parts, andfinished consumer
products) by all modesof transportation, includingmarine, air, rail, andtruck. Goodsmovement facilities
also called freight facilities, include seaports, airports, land portsof entry (i.e., border crossings), rail
yards, and digribution centers. The U.S hasan extensive network of infrastructureto support goods
movement, including highways, bridges, andrail lines. Goods movement activitieshaveincreased
dgnificantly inthepast 20 years. In fact, container shipmentsquintupledat thetenlargest U.S container
portsfrom 1980 t02006, andover thelast decade alone, shipmentshave grown by 81 percent. The
Federal Highway Administration(FHWA) forecaststhat between 2006 and 2035:

o Freight tonnage hauled by truckswill grow by 80 percent;
o Rail tonnagehauledwill grow by 73 percent;

o Water transportation tonnagewill increase by 51 percent;
e Intermodal tonnagewill increaseby 73 percent; and

e Air cargo tonnagewill quadruple.

Minority, low-income andtribal populationshave borne adisproportionate share of the healthimpacts
from goodsmovement. Per the EJMOU, federal agencieshave made goods movement afocusareawhen
“identifyingandaddressing, as appropriate, any disproportionately high and adverse human healthor
environmentd effectsof itsprograms, policiesandactivitieson minority populationsandlow-income
populations.” A keystonefor meetingthisrequirement isinteragency collaboration.

TheU.S Department of Homeland Security and EPA co-chair the EJW G GoodsM ovement committee.
Thecommitteewasegtablished in 2012 andiscurrently composed of eight agencies. Outlined beloware
thecommittee’s2012 accomplishments.

e Launchedbiweekly interagency meetings.

o Developeddraft FY 2013 GoodsCommittee Action Planfocused on supporting federal agency
initiativesto (1) reducethe environmental and health effectsof agency effortsrelatedto
commercial trangportation and supportinginfrastructure andimpactson low-income, minority
and tribal populations; and (2) assurethat overburdened communitieshave greater opportunities
to benefit from federal effortsrelatedto goodsmovement.

o Facilitatedthe engagement with and support and utilization of the Ports T ask Force, ledby the
WhiteHouse, to develop afederal strategy forfuture port andrelatedinfrastructureinvestments.

Enhancedfederal collaborationandinformation sharing by evaluatingand utilizinginteragency toolsand
resourcessuch as the Committee on the Marine Transportation System DataMap, FHWA Freight
AnalyssFramework and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) MAX.

National Environmental Policy Act Committee

HUD'’ s OEE g aff isactively participatingwiththe EIWG. While OEE’ sinvolvementwiththe EJIWG
hasbeen uninterruptedsinceitsinceptionnearly 20yearsago, HUD ismuch moreactivethaninthepast.
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T he OEE gtaff meetswith federal counterpartson the EJand NEPA Committee. Furthermore, the NEPA
Committeeisorganizedinto subcommittees, and OEE isvery activeat thistask oriented-level. OEE s aff
work on the Community of Practice, Regional I nteragency Working Group, T raining, Goods M ovement
subcommittees. OEE wasone of the organizersof the EJWGgroup on OMB' sMAX.GOV federal
intranet portal. OEE hascontributed substantive material (trainingmodules, and case studies) tothe
MAX.GOV ste. HUD providedour EJ compliance checklist asthe source document for the Community
of Practice subcommittee.

In2012, HUD OEE met with EJcoordinatorsat DOE to learnabout thelearning management system
they areimplementing. Thissysemisavailableto all federal agenciesas a digancelearningvehicle.

Cooperationwith other federal agenciesallowsfor abroader network of resourcesthrough accessto
trained EJprofessonalsin other agencies. It createsconsstency acrossthefederal family that will save
timeby avoidingimplementationdiscrepancies. Furthermore,it allowsOEE the opportunity tosee how
other agencieshaveincorporated EJinto their core busnesspracticesso that they can moreeasly see
how to transform HUD’ sbook of business.

Additional Information about the NEPA subcommittee' s collective accomplishments:

Recognizingthat NEPA providesan important opportunity to advancethe consideration of EJthrough
meaningful engagement of minority, low-income, andtribal populationspotentially impacted by federal
actions, thelWGformedthe NEPA committee. Thecommitteeisco-chairedby DOT and EPA and
currently includesrepresentativesfrom approximately 20 departmentsand agencies. T hecommitteg’s
purposeistoimprovetheefficiency of the NEPA processacrossthefederal governmenttoenhancethe
consderation of EJthrough the sharingof best practicesandlessonslearned. T hus, the NEPA committee
supportsfederal agency NEPA implementation to“ focusfederal attentionon the environmental and
human health conditionsin minority communitiesandlow-income communitieswith the goal of
achievingenvironmental jugtice.”

dnceitsinceptionin May 2012, the NEPA committee hastaken several stepstowardachievingits
mission, such as.

e Commencingaseriesof interagency meetingsto identify and promotebest practicesrelatedto EJ
and NEPA analyses, includingthoserelatedto public engagement andthe mitigationand
monitoring of environmental and human healthimpacts.

o (Commendng asaies of aossagency  traning onexiding tools methods and agency-oedific focd aress for
futher incorporating EJandyss within theNEPA process  Thetraning isdesgned toinform agendes of the
aurent date of NEPA-rdated EJdfortsacoss thefedard family.

¢ Commencingthedevelopment of anational NEPA trainingmoduleon EJ. Thenational training
module will providefederal officials at all levels, with afoundational understandingof NEPA’s
rolein addressng EJissues.

e Creatingthe EJResources Compendium, gatheringin one placethe publicly available NEPA and
EJrelated documentsfrom federal agencies(e.g., regulations, guidance andcirculars), providing
hyperlinksto each document for quick access. T he committeewill publish the compilation online

TheNEPA committee plansto buildon these early accomplishmentsin 2013,



